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Top Stories 
U.S. Severe Weather Outbreak Underway Across Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa 
A strengthening storm system will track northeast late Monday, triggering a severe thunderstorm 
outbreak across south-central Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, northern Missouri, and nearby areas. 
Scattered showers and thunderstorms, some already severe, have been ongoing across the northern 
Plains for several hours (radar), but the primary threat of significant severe weather is beginning as of 
this morning and will likely persist through the evening. Over the next six hours, a few long-track 
tornadoes are possible, particularly in areas between the Twin Cities (MN), Green Bay, Milwaukee, 
Madison (WI), and Des Moines (IA). Thunderstorms will pose severe hazards, including very large hail (two 
inches or more), damaging wind gusts (60–70 mph), and localized flooding. At the time of this publication, 
much of the region was under a Level 4 severe thunderstorm risk (on a 5-tier scale). 
 
Storms are expected to consolidate into one or more clusters Monday evening and overnight, mainly 
after 8 pm, as they track eastward. Atmospheric conditions will remain favorable for very large hail, 
damaging winds, and a few embedded tornadoes as storms move into eastern Iowa and Wisconsin. 
Numerous severe thunderstorm and tornado watches and warnings are likely during this active period. It 
is crucial for residents across Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin to stay weather aware and have multiple 
ways to receive warnings from the National Weather Service. 
 
For more information on this storm system, read AlertMedia’s Situation Report. 
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Widespread Power Outages in Spain, Portugal 
Widespread power outages were reported across Spain and Portugal on Monday, as well as other 
locations in Western Europe. Spain’s national electricity grid operator, Red Eléctrica, confirmed the 
outages and stated that efforts are ongoing to restore power. Officials have said that there is “no 
indication” that a cyberattack caused the outages and that investigations remain ongoing. The outages 
began around 12:30 pm local time and have caused significant disruptions to transportation, events, and 
public services. In addition to Spain and Portugal, the outages reportedly impacted several other 
Western European countries, including Andorra, France, Belgium, and Germany. There are also reports 
that Morocco has been affected. Red Eléctrica has activated an emergency response plan, and Spanish 
government officials are meeting in La Moncloa to coordinate the national response. As of this writing, 
outages remained ongoing. 
 
For more on the outages in Spain and Portugal, read AlertMedia’s Situation Report. 
 
Widespread Demonstration Activity Expected For May Day 
Disruptions are expected in major cities around the globe on Thursday, May 1, due to demonstrations 
commemorating May Day, also known as International Workers’ Day. While most demonstrations are 
expected to remain peaceful, gatherings in previous years have led to clashes, arrests, injuries, and 
property damage. Several groups calling for a ceasefire and an end to fighting in Gaza also plan to hold 
events commemorating May Day, likely leading to greater participation than usual in some locations, 
especially in Europe and North America. 
 
This year, groups opposed to the policies of U.S. President Donald Trump have designated May 1 as a 
Day of Action, with plans to hold demonstrations in hundreds of cities across the United States. The 
majority of these actions will take place on Thursday, although some are also planned for Saturday and 
Sunday, May 3 and 4. The largest of Thursday’s demonstrations are expected in Los Angeles (march from 
Mariachi Plaza at 4:30 pm), Washington, DC (Freedom Plaza at 5 pm), Chicago (march from Union Park to 
Grant Park at 11 am), and New York City (Union Square at 12 pm). Past demonstrations organized by 
these groups —which include the 50501 Movement, Indivisible, and others—have drawn tens of 
thousands of participants. While turnout on Thursday may be suppressed to some degree by the fact 
that May 1 falls on a Thursday, a substantial turnout is still expected, especially in larger cities. 
 
For more information on anticipated May 1 demonstrations, read AlertMedia’s Situation Report. 
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Tensions Escalate Between Pakistan, India Following Attack In Kashmir 
An attack in the Pahalgam area of Kashmir on Tuesday, April 22, that left 26 tourists dead has led to a 
spike in tensions between India and Pakistan. New Delhi has vowed a “strong response” and alleged that 
Tuesday’s attack had “cross-border linkages,” an apparent reference to Pakistan, although Islamabad 
has denied any involvement. The attack has led to a series of escalating retaliatory measures by both 
New Delhi and Islamabad, including the closure of the lone land border crossing between the two 
countries, reductions in diplomatic staff, and the suspension of visas. India has also said it is holding the 
Indus Waters Treaty, which establishes how the waters of the vital Indus River system are to be divided, 
in abeyance. In response, Pakistan halted all trade with India, closed its airspace to Indian owned or 
operated airlines, and asserted the right to hold the, which, among other things, demarcates the Line of 
Control in abeyance. Demonstration activity related to the attack and its aftermath has been reported in 
both countries and parts of their respective diasporas. Small arms fire has been reported across the 
Line of Control for several consecutive days, raising concerns of large-scale armed conflict between the 
two nuclear-armed neighbors. 
 
For more on the attack in Kashmir and its fallout, read AlertMedia’s Situation Report. 

Climate and Natural Hazards 
• Severe Storm Risk Over Northeast U.S., Canada, Ohio Valley Tuesday: An enhanced Level 3 

severe thunderstorm risk (on a 5-tier scale) is expected Tuesday afternoon and evening across 
east-central Ohio, western Pennsylvania, Upstate New York, southern Ontario, and southwest 
Quebec. Scattered severe wind gusts up to 60 mph could lead to localized power outages. Large 
hail is also possible, especially across northeast Ohio and western Pennsylvania. 

• Flood Threat to Redevelop Over Oklahoma, West Arkansas, North Texas: From Tuesday into 
Wednesday, the Weather Prediction Center has issued a Level 3 of 4 excessive rainfall risk across 
Wichita Falls, Texarkana (TX), Tulsa, Oklahoma City (OK), Fayetteville, Fort Smith (AR), Joplin, 
Branson (MO), and surrounding areas. This region is already dealing with saturated soil from 
recent heavy rain. Scattered flash flooding is likely, with some instances potentially life-
threatening in flood-prone areas. 

• Northeast India Hit by Disruptive Weather: Above-average precipitation is expected to persist 
through at least Thursday across Sikkim, eastern Bihar, West Bengal, Odisha, Jharkhand (all 
India), and western parts of Bangladesh. Over the past week, heavy rain, floods, landslides, and 
heavy snow have stranded thousands of tourists and triggered evacuations in several areas of 
Sikkim. 
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• Tehran Recovering From Deadly Storms: Severe storms impacted Tehran late Sunday with 
strong winds, leading to numerous downed trees in the city. The damage resulted in two deaths 
and dozens of injuries. At least 41 people were injured, with over a dozen transported to medical 
centers for treatment. 

• Other Severe Weather Events: For a daily look at significant weather events around the world, 
read AlertMedia’s Daily Severe Weather Report. 

Worldwide 
• UN Warns Haiti Nearing “Point of No Return”: A UN representative has warned that Haiti is 

nearing a “point of no return” due to escalating gang violence, pushing the country toward “total 
chaos.” Last week, gangs killed at least four soldiers and four armed civilians who were working 
with law enforcement as they continued their push to gain full control of the capital, Port-au-
Prince. Haiti’s government condemned the attack, but the incident emphasized the growing 
inability of local forces to contain the gangs. UN representatives have emphasized the need for 
international aid. Several key institutions, including the University Hospital of Mirebalais, have 
closed due to gang attacks, further straining Haiti’s already deteriorating healthcare system and 
worsening the country’s humanitarian crisis. 

• Putin Announces Unilateral Three-Day Ceasefire Coinciding With Victory Day: Russian 
President Vladimir Putin announced a three-day ceasefire from May 8, though Ukrainian officials 
expressed skepticism that it will result in a pause in attacks. In a meeting with Russia's Military-
Industrial Commission, Putin disclosed a shortage of weapons, notably drones and artillery, 
despite all defense institutions having met their orders since last year. Putin also announced the 
recapture of the Kursk region with the help of North Korean troops; however, Ukrainian military 
officials refute the claims. The U.S. continues to push for peace negotiations, with Ukraine 
opposed to any geographic concessions, particularly any formal surrender of the Crimean 
Peninsula to Russia. 

• Iranian Port Explosion Kills Dozens; Conflict Between Israel, Hezbollah Continues: An 
explosion at Iran’s largest and most important port, Shahid Rajee, has killed at least 40 people 
and wounded more than 1000 as questions mount around the cause of the blast. As of this 
writing, Iranian authorities have not specified what caused the blast, although Iranian state-run 
media have indicated that “hazardous goods and chemical materials” are at fault, and the New 
York Times has reported that sodium perchlorate, an ingredient in solid fuel for missiles, caused 
the explosion. However, at least one Iranian MP has blamed Israel. Elsewhere in the Middle East, 
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Israel launched an airstrike on Beirut’s southern suburbs, saying that they were targeting a 
Hezbollah site. The strike came despite a ceasefire that formally ended fighting between Israel and 
the militant group five months ago. 

• Cartel Conflict Across Michoacán Leads to Highway Blockades, Arson Attacks: On 
Wednesday, violence linked to the Jalisco New Generation Cartel (CJNG) led to widespread unrest 
across 26 municipalities in the Mexican state of Michoacán, including highway blockades, vehicle 
fires, and attacks on convenience stores. Violence extended into Guanajuato and Jalisco states as 
armed groups set fire to cargo trucks and blocked roads. The violence, which has been variously 
ascribed to a turf war between the CJNG and local criminal groups and a reaction against anti-
cartel operations by federal authorities, led to the deaths of two police officers and military 
intervention. Earlier this year, a failed operation to capture CJNG leader “El Barbas” led to gunfire 
and arson attacks in Zitácuaro. 

• At Least 11 Killed in Vancouver Car Ramming: At least 11 people were killed and over two 
dozen were injured after a vehicle was driven into a crowd during a Filipino cultural festival in 
Vancouver on Saturday evening. Police have charged the suspect, 30-year-old Kai-Ji Adam Lo, with 
eight counts of second-degree murder. While an investigation into the motive is ongoing, 
authorities do not believe the incident was an act of terrorism, citing the suspect’s history of 
mental health-related interactions with law enforcement. Vancouver mayor Ken Sim has called for 
a review of public event safety and emergency response protocols, while Prime Minister Mark 
Carney and Conservative leader Pierre Poilievre paused their election campaigns to meet with the 
affected family members. 

Cyber and Regulatory 
• USCIS and DHS Update Immigration Forms and TPS Guidance: The U.S. Citizenship and 

Immigration Service (USCIS) and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) recently announced 
updates affecting employment verification and Temporary Protected Status (TPS) designations. 
The USCIS revised the January 20, 2025, edition of Form I-9, replacing “noncitizen” with “alien” and 
“gender” with “sex”, while adding a DHS privacy notice. In parallel, DHS partially vacated Haiti’s 18-
month TPS extension and deferred Venezuela’s automatic extension, citing a lack of analysis and 
national security concerns. These changes aim to align immigration forms and policies more 
closely with statutory language and reinforce security considerations in TPS determinations. 
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• Russian Cyber and Disinformation Threats Escalate Across Europe: Russia continues to 
expand its influence operations in strategically important countries, using both cyberattacks and 
disinformation campaigns. The Dutch Military Intelligence and Security Service (MIVD) reported 
several cyberattacks against Dutch political websites, public facilities, and transportation 
companies, aimed at disrupting voter participation in the 2024 elections. The agency also detected 
an attempted cyber operation against Dutch critical infrastructure, likely intended to enable future 
attacks, though it was ultimately unsuccessful. Separately, analysis from the American University 
in Bulgaria identified Moldova, Latvia, and Estonia among the recent primary targets of the 
Russian Pravda network’s global pro-Russian disinformation campaigns. 

• EU Fines Apple and Meta Under Landmark Digital Competition Law: As part of the European 
Union (EU)’s first enforcement of its Digital Markets Act, Apple and Meta were fined €500 million 
and €200 million, respectively. Apple was penalized for allegedly restricting app developers from 
offering cheaper payment options outside its App Store, while Meta’s “pay-or-consent” ad model 
on Facebook and Instagram was said to limit user choice. Both firms intend to appeal the rulings. 
White House officials called the move “economic extortion,” raising concerns over further 
escalated transatlantic tensions. As Google and X may reportedly soon face similar fines, the EU’s 
enforcement demonstrates the bloc’s intent to rein in the market dominance of major technology 
platforms. 

• Details Released of Cyberattacks on U.S. Schools, Healthcare Organizations: Baltimore City 
Public Schools released details of a cyberattack that occurred in February. The criminal group 
Cloak demanded ransom from the city’s schools after gaining access to sensitive data, including 
Social Security Numbers, passport information, addresses, and other personal data of around 
25,000 students and staff. Some of the data was posted on the dark web, prompting the district to 
implement emergency measures and alert families. Meanwhile, healthcare providers Bell 
Ambulance and Alabama Ophthalmology Associates suffered ransomware breaches, 
compromising the personal and medical information of over 245,000 individuals. 

• Russian Banks Use Netting System for Trade with China to Mitigate Risk of Further Western 
Sanctions: Major Russian banks facing U.S. sanctions have reportedly established a netting 
system dubbed “The China Track” to shield trade between Russia and China from Western scrutiny 
and to avoid further sanctions. The system bypasses the SWIFT system and Western bank 
accounts, using a network of intermediaries in Russia-friendly countries to settle payments. Trade 
between Russia and China hit $245 billion last year. The service, reportedly used by most of 
Russia’s major banks and meant for large corporations, shaves off considerable transaction costs, 



 
Weekly Intelligence Briefing 
April 28, 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 

though it faces challenges such as tedious payment authorizations and value-added tax (VAT) 
issues. 

Infrastructure and Supply Chain 
• Pandemic-Era Student Loan Relief Ends as Collections Restart: The U.S. Department of 

Education announced that it will resume involuntary collections of defaulted student loans next 
Monday, May 5. Collections have been paused since March 2020. There are more than five million 
defaulted borrowers who have not made a payment in more than 270 days, with loan servicers 
warning that four million more could be in default by the end of 2025. The Education Department 
said it will start garnishing wages later this summer and is urging defaulted borrowers to make 
payments or enroll in a repayment plan before then. Involuntary loan collections will affect 
millions of borrowers, particularly older individuals on fixed incomes, by exacerbating financial 
instability and damaging credit scores. 

• U.S. Hits Southeast Asian Solar Imports With Tariffs as Texas Moves to Curb Renewables: 
The U.S. announced tariffs as high as 3,521% on solar imports from Cambodia, Vietnam, Malaysia, 
and Thailand after a probe found that manufacturers were relying on unfair subsidies and below-
cost sales to the U.S. While potentially beneficial for domestic firms like Hanwha Q Cells and First 
Solar, the duties will challenge renewable developers reliant on cheap imports. The decision 
awaits U.S. International Trade Commission approval, potentially impacting $12.9 billion in 
imports. In related news, the Texas Senate passed SB 819, imposing strict regulations on solar 
and wind projects over 10 MW (10 million watts of electrical power), requiring environmental 
assessments, establishing setbacks from property boundaries and residences, and banning 
property tax exemptions for major renewable energy initiatives. 

• Trump Eases Tariffs on Carmakers, China Exempts Some U.S. Products From Tariffs: U.S. 
President Donald Trump plans to exempt carmakers from some U.S. tariffs, freeing auto parts 
from duties on Chinese imports, steel, and aluminum after intense industry lobbying. He has 
maintained a 25% tariff on foreign cars and parts, protecting U.S. auto prices and supply chains 
while simplifying rules for USMCA- compliant vehicles amid broader tariff revisions. Recently, 
Volvo Trucks North America, citing tariffs and possible regulatory challenges, announced plans to 
lay off up to 350 workers from a Virginia plant as part of job cuts affecting up to 980 employees 
across the country. In related news, China has exempted select U.S. imports from the 125% 
tariffs, aiming to ease trade war tensions and economic fallout. 
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• Panama Canal Entangled in U.S.-China Tensions, Hutchison Port Sale Receives Renewed 
Scrutiny: U.S.- China trade tensions continue to complicate the sale of dozens of ports from CK 
Hutchison to MSC. Recent reports suggest that MSC may separate two ports on the Panama Canal 
from the deal so that it could go ahead while the dispute over the Panama Canal portion is 
resolved. On Sunday, China’s market regulator responded by warning Hong Kong-based 
Hutchison and the potential buyers not to circumvent the regulator’s antitrust review. Although all 
ports in the deal are located outside China and Hong Kong, the regulator’s involvement is viewed 
as a sign of Beijing’s oversight of businesses from the Greater China region. Meanwhile, U.S. 
President Trump called for American ships to be granted free passage through both the Panama 
and Suez Canals, a demand that Panama’s president rebuffed. 

• U.S. Sanctions Disrupt Venezuelan Oil as Guyana's Production Expands: Chevron is 
redirecting some of its chartered tankers after Venezuela’s state-owned oil company, PDVSA, 
canceled its loading permits. Separately, the U.S. government revoked licenses for offshore LNG 
projects between Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela. Shell, despite the license revocation, plans 
to complete a marine survey in case Washington reverses its decision. The moves come amid 
U.S. sanctions uncertainty and a new 25% tariff on Venezuelan oil buyers. Meanwhile, a 
consortium led by Exxon began installing its fourth floating oil production facility in Guyana 
earlier this month, with two more expected to be installed by 2027. These shifts come as 
Venezuela prepares for provincial elections next month, including in the disputed Esequibo 
region administered by Guyana. 

Health 
• FDA Suspending Milk Quality Tests as USDA Rolls Back Limits on Salmonella in Chicken: The 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has suspended its milk quality testing program 
following significant workforce reductions. This suspension affects proficiency testing for Grade 
"A" raw milk and finished products, raising concerns about food safety oversight. Concurrently, 
the U.S. Department of  Agriculture (USDA) has withdrawn a proposal aimed at reducing 
Salmonella contamination in poultry products. The proposal, developed over three years, would 
have established a threshold for the bacteria and required testing for the presence of six strains 
most frequently associated with illness. Enforcement of a separate rule governing salmonella 
levels in certain breaded and stuffed raw chicken products has also been pushed back to 
November 3. 
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• Chikungunya Outbreak in Réunion Accelerates: A chikungunya outbreak on Réunion Island 
has led to over 35,000 reported cases and seven deaths, including a newborn infant. The 
outbreak, which began in August 2024, has recently accelerated, with officials estimating that 
the true number of infections could be more than 100,000. French President Emmanuel Macron 
recently visited the island and labeled the situation a "huge public health problem." The military 
has been deployed to support efforts to control the mosquito population. Réunion has also 
received 40,000 doses of the Ixchiq vaccine for adults, although health officials acknowledge that 
the vaccination campaign began slowly. Authorities are encouraging mosquito control measures, 
like using nets and eliminating standing water, to curb the spread of the disease. 

• Measles Cases Approach 900 in United States: Measles cases in the U.S. continue to climb, 
with 884 reported so far this year spread across 30 jurisdictions, an increase of five from last 
week. The virus also continues to spread geographically, with Illinois reporting its first case this 
year. The upward trend puts the U.S. at risk of experiencing its worst year for measles since 
eliminating the disease in 2000. A new simulation model recently published in JAMA found that, 
without a 5% increase in the vaccination rate for measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR), the U.S. is 
at risk of seeing measles become an endemic disease in 25 years. 

• HHS Announces Plan to Remove Certain Dyes From Food Supply: The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced plans 
to phase out all petroleum-based synthetic dyes from the nation’s food supply. Actions include 
revoking approval for dyes like Citrus Red No. 2 and Orange B and working with food companies 
to eliminate six others by late 2026. Four new natural color additives will be authorized, and the 
FDA is accelerating reviews of additional natural alternatives. While the agency said that it plans 
to work with the industry to remove the dyes, industry representatives have said that no 
agreement is currently in place. 

Demonstrations and Industrial Action 
• Tokyo Prepares for Mass Protests Against the Ministry of Finance: Large-scale 

demonstrations are anticipated in Tokyo targeting the Ministry of Finance. A nationwide day of 
action is scheduled for Tuesday, with rallies planned in most major cities across Japan. The actions 
are part of a growing movement calling for the “dismantling” of the Ministry of Finance and a 
reduction in Japan’s consumption tax, driven by mounting economic concerns. The movement has 
gained momentum in recent months, with prominent groups and figures actively promoting the 
demonstrations. 
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• Sindipetro Unificada Calls for Worker March in Brasília to Demand Labor Rights: The 
Sindipetro Unificado, a Brazilian oil workers' union, is rallying its members to participate in the 
Working-Class March in Brasília on Tuesday. The event is being organized by the Central Única dos 
Trabalhadores (CUT) and other trade union federations. The march, set to begin at Praça da 
Cidadania at 8 am, is focused on the abolition of the 6x1 work schedule, reducing working hours, 
and “tax justice”. The Union has called for more demonstrations on Thursday in Brazil, coinciding 
with International Workers’ Day. 

• Romania Braces for Election Turmoil Amid Heightened Security: Large crowds and a 
heightened security presence are expected across Romania on Sunday as the country goes to the 
polls for its latest presidential election. The election follows the annulment of the previous 
election in December following allegations of Russian interference, as well as the barring of 
candidate Călin Georgescu from running in the new election. These developments have sparked 
widespread protests across the country, some of which have escalated into violence. Authorities 
are implementing heightened security measures to maintain order amid the volatile political 
climate. 

• Target Sees Declining Sales Following Decision to Rollback DEI Programs: A pastor in Georgia 
is spearheading a national boycott against Target, triggered by the company's decision earlier this 
year to rollback its Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) initiatives, including the company’s REACH 
program, which had pledged $2 billion to Black-owned businesses. The pastor initially called for a 
40- day "Target Fast" coinciding with the Christian Lenten season and has encouraged consumers 
to continue these efforts. Following Target’s announcement regarding its DEI efforts, foot traffic 
reportedly plunged 4-11% in early 2025, and Q4 2024 sales dropped 3%. The boycott also targets 
Amazon and American Airlines for similar rollbacks but encourages support for DEI-committed 
organizations like Coca-Cola. 

• Belgium Faces General Strike, Ongoing Protests Against Government Reforms: A general 
strike is scheduled for Tuesday across Belgium following a similar strike in March. Organized by 
the FGTB and CSC trade unions, the strike opposes the De Wever government's proposed reforms, 
particularly those affecting public service pensions. The action started as a public transport strike 
and has expanded to include all public services and the private sector. The unions have also called 
for further actions planned through October. 
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Upcoming Events 
• April 28: Federal Election (Canada) 
• April 28: General Election (Trinidad and Tobago) 
• April 30: General Election (Cayman Islands) 
• May 1: Labor Day/May Day (Global) 
• May 3: Federal Election (Australia) 
• May 3: General Election (Singapore) 
• May 4: Presidential Election (Romania) 
• May 7: Papal Conclave Begins (Vatican City) 
• May 11: Parliamentary Elections (Albania) 
• May 12: General Election (Philippines) 
• May 15: Nakba Day (Israel, West Bank, and Gaza) 
• May 18: Presidential Election (Poland) 
• May 18: Parliamentary Election (Portugal) 
• May 23-26: NATO Parliamentary Assembly (Dayton, Ohio, United States) 
• May 25: Parliamentary Election (Suriname) 
• May 25: Parliamentary Election (Venezuela) 
• May 25-26: Jerusalem Day (Israel, West Bank) 
• May 26: Independence Day (Georgia) 
• June 1: Judicial Elections (Mexico) 
• June 4-9: Hajj (Mecca, Saudi Arabia) 

 


