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East Coast U.S. Nor'easter, Southwest U.S. Flooding, and Potent California

Storm

States of Emergency were declared in New Jersey and parts of New York as an early nor'easter
produced widespread coastal flooding, gusty winds, and heavy rain from Long Island, New York through
the Mid- Atlantic and Carolinas over the weekend. As of midday Monday, over 40,000 customers in the
Mid- Atlantic and Northeast were hit by power outages primarily due to elevated winds, with gusts
peaking near 50-60 mph along the immediate coast. The most considerable impacts have been in low-
lying coastal cities and towns, as onshore winds have led to dangerous flooding at high tide. Officials in
Bowers, Delaware, one of the most affected locations, issued voluntary evacuations and had the
National Guard activated to support response efforts on Sunday. Elevated winds also caused significant
flight disruptions at Boston Logan International, New York LaGuardia (LGA), and Newark Liberty
International (EWR). Moderate to locally major coastal flooding will continue through Monday evening
from southern New York through Virginia before the nor'easter weakens.

Meanwhile, well-above-average moisture streaming northwards from ex-tropical systems Priscilla and
Raymond fueled numerous rounds of torrential downpours across the Southwest U.S.. Portions of
Arizona and southwest Colorado were the most affected, including Pagosa Springs and Globe (AZ), and
Vallecito Lake (CO). The Weather Prediction Center has highlighted southeastern Arizona, southwestern
New Mexico, and southwestern Colorado under a Level 2 of 4 Risk of Excessive Rainfall through Monday
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night. Additional flash flooding will be possible, especially in areas that are already saturated due to
recent rains.

Looking ahead, California will experience an early-season storm with heavy rain, gusty winds, and
mountain snow from Monday through early Wednesday morning. The storm system is forecast to
produce 1-3 feet of snow across the Sierra Nevada Mountains, mainly above 6,000 feet in elevation.
Winter Storm Warnings are in effect as low visibility and blowing snow will make travel through
mountain passes difficult or impossible. In addition to the snow threat, the Weather Prediction Center
has placed Riverside, San Bernardino, Santa Clarita, Palmdale, and Victorville under a Level 2 of 4 Risk of
Excessive Rainfall for Tuesday. Rainfall totals between 0.75-1.50 inches will be common, but locally
higher totals, especially in the mountains, could lead to locally significant flash flooding.

Mass Demonstrations Expected Across the United States This Week

Disruptions are expected across the United States on Tuesday, October 14, as communities honor
George Floyd's memory and call for racial justice. Major demonstrations are planned in Washington, DC
(National Mall, 12 pm); Atlanta, GA (march from Woodruff Park to Centennial Park, 4 pm); and
Minneapolis, MN (Northrop Plaza, 1 pm). Separately, in Boise, ID, the Idaho Liberty Dogs group is
organizing a demonstration at the Idaho State Capitol at 6 pm supporting constitutional rights and what
they describe as American values. The Capitol event will also be preceded by a memorial cruise for
Charlie Kirk, starting from Ann Morrison Park at 4:30 pm.

Then, on Saturday, October 18, millions are expected to participate in the latest round of “No Kings”
demonstrations against the Trump administration. Organized by Indivisible Action, the 5051 Movement,
and other civil society groups, the coordinated nationwide day of action will include more than 2,100 local
marches, rallies, and public gatherings across all 50 states. Organizers expect participation in the
Saturday events to surpass the large-scale demonstrations held on 14 June, which drew over five million
nationwide.

The No Kings actions will focus on opposition to the administration’s “antidemocratic” policies, the
ongoing federal government shutdown, and increased militarization in U.S. cities. Major actions are
scheduled in Dallas, TX (Pacific Plaza, 12 pm); San Diego, CA (Waterfront Park, 8 am); Philadelphia, PA
(6945 Germantown Avenue, 12:00 pm); Phoenix, AZ (Arizona State Capitol, 9:00 am); Chicago (Grant Park,
12 pm); Los Angeles, CA (at both Gloria Molina Grand Park at 2 pm and Los Angeles City Hall at 3 pm); and
Manhattan, NY (Father Duffy Square, 11 am.
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Hamas Hostages, Israeli Prisoners Released, but Future of Ceasefire Remains

Uncertain

On Monday, October 13, Hamas released the final 20 living Israeli hostages as part of a ceasefire deal
that paused more than two years of war in Gaza. The remains of a further 28 deceased hostages are
expected to be returned in the coming days. In exchange, Israel released 250 Palestinian prisoners
serving life sentences and more than 1,700 detainees arrested during the conflict. The agreement follows
weeks of U.S.-led negotiations and includes provisions for expanded humanitarian aid into Gaza, where
famine conditions persist and much of the territory lies in ruins.

The peace framework leaves key issues unresolved, including plans for the disarmament of Hamas and
the future governance of Gaza. Israeli forces have withdrawn from most of Gaza City and Khan Younis,
but remain in Rafah and along the border corridor. Hamas has not agreed to disarm, and the question of
who will govern Gaza remains unresolved. Under the U.S. proposal, an international body supported by
an Arab-led security force and Palestinian technocrats is expected to oversee Gaza's administration,
though Israel has not formally endorsed this plan.

Persistent distrust between Israeli leadership and Hamas, coupled with the fragile nature of the ceasefire,
leaves the risk of re-escalation high. A peace summit in Egypt will likely determine the next steps in
regional stabilization, but without a durable political framework and security guarantees, both renewed
violence and humanitarian deterioration remain possible. For more information, see our Situation

Report.

Climate and Natural Hazards

e Severe Coastal Flooding in Western Alaska: Ex-Typhoon Halong brought hurricane-force winds
and coastal flooding to western Alaska this weekend, with peak gusts around 100 mph recorded
at Toksook Bay. A Coastal Flood Warning remains in effect through Monday, with the highest
water levels expected Monday afternoon before gradually receding. Search and rescue
operations continue in Kwigillingok and Kipnuk, where at least 34 people have been rescued,
and three remain missing as authorities verify additional reports from impacted coastal
communities.

e Storm Alice Hits Spain, May Target Italy: A powerful storm system known as a DANA (isolated
high- level depression) has brought days of heavy rain and flooding across eastern Spain,
particularly affecting southern Valencia and Catalonia. As of Monday afternoon, Red Warnings
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remain in effect for the southern coast of Valencia, though major impacts have become more
limited. Over the weekend, more than 2,300 emergency calls were made as dangerous flooding
occurred in Godall, La Rapita, and Santa Barbara, with road and rail closures disrupting travel for
over 3,000 people. Authorities held a follow-up meeting under the INUNCAT flood emergency
plan on Sunday, emphasizing continued flood risk across the Terres de I'Ebre region. Looking
ahead, the same system is forecast to move east toward Italy, where it is expected to produce
severe rainfall and flash flooding across southern regions from Wednesday through Friday,
potentially triggering landslides and transport disruptions.

Monitoring for Potential Tropical Development Near Guam: The U.S. Joint Typhoon
Warning Center (JTWC) is monitoring a broad area of disorganized showers and thunderstorms
located south and east of Guam. While the system currently has a low likelihood of developing
into a tropical depression within the next 24 hours, forecast models suggest a moderate to high
chance of formation later this week as it moves westward, away from Guam. Increased showers
and thunderstorms are expected from Tuesday to Wednesday, potentially leading to localized
flash flooding across the region. Interests in Taiwan and the northernmost areas of Luzon,
Philippines, should monitor the system’s progress.

Dozens Killed in Mexico Due to Flooding: Severe rainfall across central and Gulf Coast portions
of Mexico led to significant flooding dating back to last week. According to Laura Velazquez, the
head of the National Civil Protection Coordination, 64 people have been killed and 65 people are
still missing, mainly in Veracruz, Puebla, and Hidalgo. Veracruz was one of the most affected
states, with 40 municipalities impacted, and 73 separate damage reports to roads and highways.
More than 50 municipalities between Puebla and Hidalgo have also been affected. Drier weather
conditions are expected throughout the week as residents and emergency crews conduct
recovery operations.

Worldwide

U.S. and China Clashing Again Over Tech, Trade: Recent policy changes and tit-for-tat
responses could lead to further escalation between the Trump administration and the Chinese
government under President Xi Jinping. Specifically, competing interests in the logistics industry
(where new U.S. fees targeting vessels linked to China were met with a similar response) and
tech supply chains (where expanded Chinese regulations governing rare earth supplies to tech
manufacturers inspired a return to extreme U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods) threaten to draw the
two countries back into closer conflict. Trade and technology are expected to remain the major
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focuses of near-term disputes, with consumers likely to bear the costs in the form of rising costs,
product shortages, or shipping delays.

e Growing Number of Countries Preparing to Down Drones Violating Territory: Authorities
from Germany to Taiwan are preparing to take increasingly proactive and physical defense
measures in the event of future drone incursions, highlighting the growing global concern
surrounding territorial violations by unmanned vehicles, potentially for information-gathering or
damage-causing purposes. Countries facing the greatest pressure from such incursions—Ilargely
concentrated in Europe amid the recent string of perceived provocations by Russian drone
aircraft—are expected to adopt similar measures amid the growing use of drones by both state
and non-state actors. What remains unclear is how more powerful provocateurs, such as Russia
or China (or even larger non-state actors reliant on drones, such as Mexico's cartels), might
respond to their equipment being destroyed, with further escalations possible as a result.

e Pakistan Struggling to Address Multitude of Foreign and Domestic Threats: Pakistani
officials are contending with flare-ups in security threats across the country, underlining the risk
to travelers and local operations in the area. Recent demonstration series tied to issues ranging
from the perceived persecution of popular former Prime Minister Imran Khan to insufficient
social support or the war in Gaza have spiraled into wider unrest and clashes with security
personnel, leaving several people dead in recent weeks. More broadly, the Pakistani government
is also concerned that India’s growing ties with the Taliban in Afghanistan could pose a broader
national security threat, amid heightened enmity with India following clashes earlier this year
and ongoing border skirmishes with Afghan forces.

e France Faces Worsening Political Crisis, Reinstated Prime Minister Lecornu Announces
New Government: French President Emmanuel Macron rebutted calls to resign after
reappointing Sebastien Lecornu to the role of prime minister, a move that political opponents
were quick to criticize. Lecornu, who named a new cabinet on Sunday, will face a no-confidence
vote later this week. France’s political instability comes amid a multitude of domestic difficulties,
with a budget deadline looming and farmers, students, and trade unions continuing to organize
demonstrations over a range of issues. On Tuesday, farmers with Confédération Paysanne will
descend on Paris for a demonstration against the EU- Mercosur agreement. On Friday, the CGT
union is calling on the “retirees of today and tomorrow” to mobilize over pensions, with a
primary rally planned in Paris (Agirc-Arrco headquarters) at 10:30 am. While both actions are
expected to be less disruptive than the nationwide anti-austerity mobilizations in September and
early October, they reflect ongoing discontent with France’s government.

e Alleged Cartel Threats Against Americans in Los Cabos, Baja California Sur: Reports
circulated on October 7-8 claiming that two “narco banners,” allegedly mounted in Los Cabos
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by the La Chapiza faction of the Sinaloa Cartel, threatened violence against Americans if anti-
cartel operations continued. The messages reportedly referenced U.S. and Mexican officials.
However, Mexican authorities, including the mayor of San José del Cabo and the state attorney
general, denied the existence of such banners, claiming that investigations found no credible
threats and dismissing the reports as fabricated. Between April and July 2025, 46 similar narco-
banners that were placed throughout the state turned out to be unsubstantiated, meant solely to
alarm residents.

Cyber and Regulatory

Millions of PCs Face Risk as Microsoft Ends Windows 10 Support: Microsoft will end support
for Windows 10 on October 14. However, millions of computers worldwide are still running on
the outdated platform, exposing those companies and consumers to increased cyberthreat risk
without the embedded security support that Windows 11 offers. Around 550 million Windows
devices remain in corporate use, and analysts estimate that nearly half will not migrate to
Windows 11 before the end-of- life deadline. After the deadline, organizations can continue
receiving patches only through Microsoft's “Extended Security Updates” program, which starts at
$61 per device and doubles each year.

Cybercrime in Latin America Surges: Cybercrime is surging in several Latin American countries,
with new threats ranging from traditional techniques like phishing to more sophisticated Al
weaponization tactics. In Brazil, criminal groups are leveraging more advanced tools like
deepfake technology, utilizing the identities of celebrities to healthcare providers, to fuel
financial fraud schemes. Mexico is moving forward with a plan to implement a mandatory
biometric digital identification, despite mounting security concerns. The country is
simultaneously grappling with increasing mobile malware attacks, positioning it as the second
most targeted country for such attacks after Brazil. Meanwhile, authorities in Chile are reporting
an “unprecedented” level of cybercrime.

European Union Seeks to Fight Child Abuse, Other Crimes by ‘Intrusive’ Means: The
European Union will vote October 14 on a legislative proposal known as “Chat Control,”
introduced under the Danish Presidency. The measure aims to detect and remove child sexual
abuse material (CSAM) by authorizing client-side scanning on user devices, including on online
platforms and services offering end-to-end encryption. Supporters argue that encrypted
communications are often used by criminals, child traffickers, and terrorist organizations, while
opponents contend that client-side scanning is intrusive and could be exploited by bad actors or
foreign governments. The bill is viewed by privacy activists as a threat to encryption and a step

6



https://insightcrime.org/mexico-organized-crime-news/los-chapitos/
https://metropolimx.com/sinaloa-cartel-threatens-to-kill-u-s-citizens-living-in-los-cabos/#google_vignette
https://www.theregister.com/2025/10/09/business_windows_10_eol/
https://insightcrime.org/news/ghost-riders-and-deepfake-doctors-inside-brazils-ai-driven-crime-surge/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/brazilian-scammers-raking-millions-used-gisele-bundchen-deepfakes-instagram-ads-2025-10-03/
https://mexicobusiness.news/cybersecurity/news/cyber-gaps-deepen-mexico-races-toward-digital-id
https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/cartera/mexico-es-el-pais-mas-afectado-por-montadeudas-crecen-ataques-de-malware-y-phishing-reportan-especialistas/
https://www.eldiariosantiago.cl/2025/10/01/delitos-crimen-organizado-chile/
https://cyberscoop.com/potential-eu-law-sparks-global-concerns-encryption-privacy/
https://www.politico.eu/article/one-man-spam-campaign-ravages-eu-chat-control-bill-fight-chat-control/
https://insightcrime.org/mexico-organized-crime-news/los-chapitos/
https://metropolimx.com/sinaloa-cartel-threatens-to-kill-u-s-citizens-living-in-los-cabos/#google_vignette
https://www.theregister.com/2025/10/09/business_windows_10_eol/
https://insightcrime.org/news/ghost-riders-and-deepfake-doctors-inside-brazils-ai-driven-crime-surge/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/brazilian-scammers-raking-millions-used-gisele-bundchen-deepfakes-instagram-ads-2025-10-03/
https://mexicobusiness.news/cybersecurity/news/cyber-gaps-deepen-mexico-races-toward-digital-id
https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/cartera/mexico-es-el-pais-mas-afectado-por-montadeudas-crecen-ataques-de-malware-y-phishing-reportan-especialistas/
https://www.eldiariosantiago.cl/2025/10/01/delitos-crimen-organizado-chile/
https://cyberscoop.com/potential-eu-law-sparks-global-concerns-encryption-privacy/
https://www.politico.eu/article/one-man-spam-campaign-ravages-eu-chat-control-bill-fight-chat-control/

Weekly Intelligence Briefing ATRICORPS

October 13, 2025

toward mass surveillance, and experts warn that the proposal could set a global precedent for
similar laws and weaken encryption standards worldwide.

U.K. Advances Regulatory Oversight in the Tech Sector: The U.K. government ordered Apple
to grant access to British users’ data under warrant while the Competition and Markets Authority
(CMA) has designated Google's search business as having “strategic market status,” signaling
an intensifying regulatory approach toward major tech firms. The Apple order follows a privacy
dispute with the Home Office that prompted the company to withdraw its Advanced Data
Protection feature and pursue legal action. Google’s designation enables the CMA to consider
interventions such as fairer search rankings and data portability after determining that
Google's dominance limits competition in the UK's search and search advertising markets.
However, upcoming consultations, court proceedings, and the evolving role of Al in search and
encryption could significantly alter the trajectory and impact of both cases.

Russia to Fast-Track Sale of State-Owned Assets, Including Foreign Companies: Earlier this
month, Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a decree that speeds up the sale of state-owned
assets, including those of foreign companies, ushering in the possibility of the nationalization and
sale of foreign-owned assets. Framing it as retaliation against “unfriendly actions” such as
Western sanctions, the move broadens Moscow’s ability to claim such assets under legal
pretexts, potentially paving the way for accelerated state takeovers. Russia’s central bank and
financial elite have protested the move, claiming recent state seizures are “undermining the last
semblance of private property rights,” particularly in the case of gold producer Uzhuralzoloto
(UGCQ), which involved Moscow seizing and selling a majority stake in the company.

Infrastructure and Supply Chain

Parcel Services Disrupted Across North America Ahead of Holiday Season: Obstacles ranging
from increasingly complicated U.S. tariffs to labor action could upend both direct-to-consumer
(DTC) online sales and parcel deliveries across North America heading into the busiest shopping
season of the year. Canada Post’s evolving strike will likely continue disrupting deliveries despite
a partial resumption in service, while employees at UPS facilities across the United States are
reportedly “ disposing of” an “unprecedented” backlog of international packages amid confusion
over customs policies. Similar frustrations drove Mexico to halt postal deliveries to the U.S. in
late August, with over 30 countries having done so by that time. Mexico resumed service by
September 12, but many countries continue to limit service to the U.S., with others announcing
new restrictions as recently as October 12.
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Transportation Secretary’s Threat, Missed Pay Could Lead to Further U.S. Air Traffic
Control Disruptions: Flight delays stemming from a shortage of air traffic controllers during the
U.S. government shutdown could worsen significantly following escalatory threats from
Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy and controllers first reduced pay check —covering only
hours worked before the shutdown—on Tuesday, October 14. Duffy had previously flagged that
shift staffing at some airports had fallen by about half due to sick-outs during the shutdown, with
about 10% of the total workforce accused of “lashing out’ by not coming to work...while the
government is unable to pay them.” Duffy’s October 9 threat to fire those unwilling to work
unpaid could lead to further pushback. Years of staffing shortages mean that the U.S. air traffic
control workforce is not equipped to handle widespread unplanned absences, leading to travel
delays.

Tariffs on Commercial Truck Imports to Weigh on U.S. Freight Sector: New 25% U.S. tariffs
targeting imported medium- and heavy-duty trucks are expected to stifle the growth of the
country's freight industry at a time when other pressures, including declining volume and
changing regulations impacting commercial drivers, are also weighing on the sector. The tariffs,
which come into effect on November 1, “could squeeze smaller carriers and complicate fleet
replacement cycles already slowed by excess capacity and high financing costs,” according to
one industry expert. The challenges that accompany an aging fleet could ultimately limit the
Trump administration’s ambitions of reinvigorating U.S. manufacturing, with other challenges
stemming from tariffs already seen as hampering growth.

Some of Russia’s Biggest Firms Shrink Workforce to Cut Costs Amid Weak Economy: Russian
industrial giants such as concrete manufacturer Cemros and mining firm Mechel are adopting
cost-cutting measures, including workforce reductions, amid ongoing economic stagnation.
With new construction in the country slowing to COVID pandemic-era levels and competition in
the market made increasingly difficult by the combined pressure of domestic economic
conditions, foreign competitors, and years of sanctions, observers expect an increasingly robust
regulatory intervention in line with the Russian government'’s response under previous
challenging economic circumstances. However, President Putin’s continued denial that the
economy is stagnating despite indicators to the contrary could indicate that an effective
intervention might be delayed, with other costly considerations such as the ongoing war in
Ukraine possibly taking precedent.

Philippine Disasters Having Cumulative Impact on Infrastructure: The string of recent
weather events and environmental emergencies to impact the Philippines, including a series of
strong offshore earthquakes, severe weather, and even volcanic activity, has had a significant
impact on the country’s infrastructure and preparedness to respond to future natural disasters.
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In addition to consuming emergency resources and disrupting daily life, travel, business
operations, and other functions in the moment, these events are having increasingly cumulative
long-term impacts on the buildings, roads, telecommunications lines, and other key equipment
expected to resume near-normal operations when these events pass. Of particular concern is the
threat posed by saturated soils with weeks left to go in the Philippine rainy season, which raises
the risk of flooding at a time when widespread corruption in floodwater management projects
leaves the country especially exposed.

Health

Brazil Sees Multiple Deaths Due to Tainted Alcohol: Health officials in Brazil are investigating
nearly 250 suspected cases of methanol poisoning due to drinking tainted alcohol. Five deaths
have been confirmed so far, all in the state of Sdo Paulo, while 12 others are under investigation.
The majority of suspected cases are in Sao Paulo, followed by Pernambuco (31). Other states with
multiple suspected cases include Rio Grande do Sul (4), Mato Grosso do Sul (4), Piaui (4), Rio de
Janeiro (3), Espirito Santo (3), and Goias (2). The situation has triggered travel warnings from
several countries, and bars and restaurants in Sdo Paulo are concerned that they'll see a
substantial drop in business. The Brazilian Health Minister is urging residents to avoid drinking
alcohol.

Over 20 Children Die in India From Tainted Cough Syrup: At least 21 children have died in India
as a result of consuming tainted cough syrup. Several Indian states have banned Coldrif cough
syrup after testing revealed that it contained diethylene glycol (DEG), a highly toxic industrial
solvent. Authorities have also recommended that people avoid the Respifresh and RELIFE cough
syrup brands after they were also found to contain DEG. The medicines were not sold abroad,
leading the World Health Organization to criticize India for a “regulatory gap” when it comes to
screening locally sold cough syrup. The deaths in India are the latest in a series of incidents
attributed to contaminated oral medications, with officials blaming corruption, negligence, and
various cost-cutting measures all along the supply chain.

CDC Adopts New COVID-19 Recommendations, Hints at Future Plans: The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) officially adopted the recommendations of an advisory panel that
calls for the administration of the COVID-19 vaccine only after consulting with a medical provider.
The move maintains access and insurance coverage for the vaccine but will likely limit uptake.
They also endorsed limiting the availability of the combined chickenpox and measles, mumps, and
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rubella (MMR) vaccine. Jim O'Neill, the acting director for the CDC, has called for the agency to go
further by breaking up the MMR vaccine into three separate shots, a move that experts say has
little scientific basis and could actually lead to a less robust overall immune response. The CDC
appears to be planning additional changes, with officials announcing the creation of a new
working group to examine the childhood vaccine schedule and evaluate the safety of two
aluminum adjuvants found in several common inoculations.

e CDC Hit by Mass Confusion, Layoffs: There was substantial confusion at the CDC over the
weekend as scores of public health officials were laid off as part of U.S. government shutdown-
related layoffs, only for many of them to be rehired the next day, according to The New York
Times. The initial layoffs included top members of the federal measles response team, members
of the Epidemic Intelligence Service, and the team that assembles The Morbidity and Mortality
Weekly Report, all of whom the agency rehired on Saturday. However, it is unclear how many of
the reported more than 1,000 layoffs would be reversed. Other offices impacted by the
reductions in force include the Center for Forecasting and Outbreak Analytics, the Office of
Human Resources, and the CDC library.

e Other Stories the Global Intelligence Team Is Watching: The New York Times reports on a
blood- sharing trend that is leading to a surge in HIV cases in high-poverty areas of Africa and
Asia. Also in Asia, flu cases are spiking in several countries, including Japan, which declared a
nationwide flu epidemic, as well as Singapore, Thailand, and India. In Africa, Senegal is dealing
with a major outbreak of Rift Valley Fever, a zoonotic disease that typically infects livestock. At
least 17 people have died so far, mostly in the country’s north. And finally, in the United States,
measles cases continue to spread. The proliferating outbreaks have forced hundreds of
unvaccinated students to quarantine, resulting in lost classroom hours and disrupting caretakers’
work schedules. Officials have warned that as long as measles continues its current rate of spread,
quarantining vulnerable students will remain necessary.

Demonstrations and Industrial Action

e Nationwide Anti-Immigration Rallies Planned Across Australia: Anti-immigration rallies
organized by the “March for Australia” movement are planned across major Australian cities on
Sunday, October 19. Events will begin at 12 pm at sites including Sydney’s Hyde Park, Melbourne’s
Parliament House steps, Brisbane's Emma Miller Place, Perth’s Langley Park, Canberra’s Captain
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Cook Memorial, and Adelaide’ s Light Square. Led by figures such as Bec Freedom and Jesse

Stuart, the rallies call for reduced immigration, citing housing and infrastructure strain. Libertarian
MP John Ruddick will address Sydney's event. The nationwide action may impact traffic and public
spaces, with heightened security likely following clashes at a previous Melbourne demonstration.

e Mexico Braces for Nationwide CNTE Education Strike: A 24-hour national strike by the National
Coordinator of Education Workers (CNTE) is planned across Mexico on Friday, October 17.
Following a National Representative Assembly decision on October 3, CNTE members are urged to
participate in demanding a supportive pension system, full repeal of ISSSTE Law 2007, reversal of
the Pefia-AMLO educational reform, and reinstatement of the CNTE National Table-Chairman. The
strike reflects dissatisfaction with government responses on salaries, retirement, and a proposed
education reform consultation. The nationwide action may impact schools, public services, and
traffic, with heightened security and potential protests likely.

e Madagascar President Reportedly Flees on French Military Plane as Soldiers Join Alleged
Coup Attempt: Madagascar faces a deepening political crisis as President Andry Rajoelina has
reportedly fled the country aboard a French military aircraft following a deal with French
President Emmanuel Macron. The move comes amid an alleged coup attempt and nationwide
youth-led protests over power outages, water shortages, and corruption. Soldiers from the elite
CAPSAT unit and parts of the gendarmerie have joined demonstrators demanding Rajoelina’s
resignation. Opposition lawmakers have launched impeachment efforts, while the Senate
president was dismissed. The African Union (AU) has called for calm, and Air France has
suspended flights to Antananarivo amid the escalating instability.

e Nationwide Strikes Planned in Greece, Belgium on Tuesday: Widespread transportation
disruptions are expected across Greece and Belgium this Tuesday as unions in both countries are
calling for strikes over labor reforms. In Belgium, hundreds of flights for October 14 have been
canceled at Brussels (BRU) and Brussels Charleroi (CRL) airports. Bus, metro, and tram services
are expected to be affected; however, train services operated by SNCB are not expected to be
affected by the strike. In Greece, the country’s major unions are calling for a 24-hour general strike
on Tuesday, with disruptions expected across the private and public sectors, including public
transportation services. Demonstrations are expected in conjunction with both countries’ strikes,
with the primary gatherings planned in the capital cities of Athens (Syntagma Square at 11 am)
and Brussels (march from Gare du Nord to Gare du Midi at 10 am).

¢ General Strike, Major Demonstrations Over Palestine Planned in Spain This Week:
Widespread disruptions are possible across Spain due to a nationwide general strike on
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Wednesday and demonstrations in support of Palestine planned through the weekend. The CGT
trade union, with support from many pro-Palestine organizations, is calling for a 24-hour general
strike "against genocide and apartheid in Palestine.” The CCOO and UGT unions, while stopping
short of joining the general strike, are organizing two-hour work stoppages in solidarity. Notable
gatherings in conjunction with Wednesday'’s strike are planned in Madrid (March from Atocha to
Callao Square at 7 pm) and Valencia (Valencia-North Station at 12 pm and Roig Arena at 6 pm).
Over the weekend, the Stop the War Platform is organizing over 200 pro-Palestine
demonstrations, with a major march planned in Madrid on Sunday, October 19.

Upcoming Events

October 6-13: Sukkot (Global)

October 13: Columbus Day/Indigenous Peoples’ Day (United States)

October 13-18: IMF and World Bank Annual Meetings (Washington, D.C.)

October 14: Nationwide Strike (Greece)

October 14: Nationwide Strike (Belgium)

October 18: Nationwide Demonstrations for No King's Day 2.0 (United States)

October 19: Presidential Election Run-Off (Bolivia)

October 20: Diwali (Global)

October 24: Presidential Election (Ireland)

October 25-26: Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Summit (Malaysia)
October 26: Legislative Election (Argentina)

October 27-November 1: Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Annual Meetings (South Korea)
October 28: General Election (Tanzania)

October 29: Parliamentary Elections (Netherlands)

November 1: Anniversary of Novi Sad Train Station Collapse (Serbia)

November 4-6: UN Second World Summit for Social Development (Doha, Qatar)
November 10-21: 2025 UN Climate Change Conference (UNFCCC COP 30) (Belém, Brazil)
November 11: Independence Day (Poland)
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