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Jamaica, Eastern Cuba, Haiti Facing Major Disruptions From Hurricane Melissa

Hurricane Melissa has rapidly intensified into a Category 5 hurricane with sustained winds up to 165
mph (270 km/h) and a central pressure of 908 millibars. The storm is moving slowly west near Jamaica
but will turn north and northeast tonight into tomorrow, bringing the hurricane’s core directly over
Jamaica and then into southeastern Cuba before reaching the southeastern Bahamas mid-week.

In Jamaica, all shelters have been activated and evacuations are underway. Catastrophic wind impacts are
likely within 20 miles of the landfalling center. A life-threatening nine-to-13-foot storm surge will impact
southern coastal communities near and directly east of the eye. Much of the island will receive 15-30
inches of rain, resulting in massive inland rainfall flooding and landslides. Some rural communities may
not be accessible via highway travel for days or weeks. Most of the island is likely to lose power, with
hardest-hit locations likely to remain in the dark for weeks, possibly longer. Air travel into Jamaica may
remain severely disrupted well after the storm passes.

Tropical Storm Warnings are in effect for Haiti, where six to 12 inches of additional rain (locally 16 inches)
will lead to life-threatening flooding and landslides through Wednesday. Thousands have already
evacuated. Widespread water shortages and infrastructure damage are reported in both Haiti and the
Dominican Republic.
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Hurricane Warnings are also in place for eastern Cuba, where 12-25 inches of rain, destructive winds,
and storm surge are expected Tuesday-Wednesday, with significant and potentially long-lasting power
outages likely. Due to the fragility of Cuba’s power grid, outages could extend well outside the hurricane
impact zone.

By Wednesday, portions of the southeastern Bahamas and Turks and Caicos are likely to face Category 2
hurricane conditions, with six to 12 inches of rain, power outages, and storm surge. Category 1 or
Category 2 hurricane conditions are also likely to overspread Bermuda between Thursday evening and
Fridaynmorning.

For ongoing reporting on Hurricane Melissa, read AlertMedia’s Situation Report.

Presidents Trump, Xi to Meet This Week Amid Attempt at Trade War Detente

Chinese President Xi Jinping and U.S. President Donald Trump are expected to meet in Busan, South
Korea on October 30, on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit. It will be
their first in-person meeting since 2019, and follows an earlier call between Chinese Vice Premier He
Lifeng and U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, as well as more recent meetings between He and U.S.
officials in Malaysia ahead of the talks.

The meeting comes amid tit-for-tat trade measures impacting everything from consumer prices to
technological advancement, though Bessent expects that a framework deal worked out ahead of the
meeting will avert Trump’s threatened 100% tariff on Chinese goods. Negotiators also claim to have
reached agreements on other issues, including shipping fees and fentanyl precursors. As the talks
approach, though, the array of restrictive trade policies implemented in recent weeks remains largely
intact, driving continued uncertainty for manufacturers, traders, and consumers. A prominent recent
example is the current dispute between the Netherlands and China over semiconductor manufacturer
Nexperia, which threatens to snap supply chains across the automotive sector. Other potential
consequences include employee exit bans and increased regulatory scrutiny.

Argentina’s Midterm Elections Deliver Strong Mandate for Milei
Despite periods of unrest triggered by his austerity measures and being routed in local Buenos Aires
elections in September, the party of Argentine President Javier Milei more than doubled its
representation in Congress following midterm elections on Sunday. La Libertad Avanza (Freedom
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Advances) won 41% of the vote, securing the coalition with the over one-third representation required in
both houses of Congress to maintain Milei’s veto power.

Analysts consider the victory a significant sign of support for Milei’'s controversial platform, which has
seen social support pared back and an increasingly heavy-handed security response to demonstration
activity. Though unions and other groups aligned with the opposition will likely continue to stage
demonstrations and call for strikes, the election results reflect support for Milei’s efforts to induce an
economic recovery through radical reform following decades of instability.

Climate and Natural Hazards

Flood Emergency in Brevard County, Florida: Severe flooding struck Sunday night, with radar
estimates showing 10-13 inches of rain between Titusville, Port St. John, and Cape Canaveral.
The Titusville Fire Department responded to flooded homes and stranded vehicles, prioritizing
life-threatening calls and requesting extra support. Monday morning, Brevard County
Emergency Management urged residents to avoid flooded roads, warning of hidden hazards
and potential property damage. Additional localized downpours remain possible through
Monday night.

Cyclone Threatens Eastern India: Tropical Cyclone Montha has formed over the southwest
Bay of Bengal, bringing widespread threats of heavy rain, flooding, and strong winds to eastern
India. Landfall is expected within 24-36 hours between Machilipatnam and Kalingapatnam, just
south of Kakinada, with rainfall totals up to 200-250 mm (8-10 in) in Andhra Pradesh, eastern
Telangana, and southern Chhattisgarh. Authorities have evacuated nearly 50,000 people in
Odisha and Andhra Pradesh and canceled school and college classes. Fifty-five rehabilitation
centers and over 5,000 emergency personnel have been activated. Localized flooding is possible
around Chennai, where rain totals could reach 100 mm (4 in) by Tuesday. Conditions are
expected to gradually improve by Thursday.

Central Vietnam Flood Emergency: Severe and worsening flooding across Central Vietnam has
prompted a large-scale emergency response, with major rivers overflowing in Hue City, Da Nang
City, and QuangNgai Province. As of October 27, the Bo River at Phu Oc has reached 5.25 meters,
matching the historic 2020 flood peak, while the Huong (Perfume) River in Hue is 1.18 meters
above danger level 3. The Vu Gia and Thu Bon Rivers in Da Nang are also above major flood
thresholds. Authorities have reported impassable roads, submerged homes, and multiple water
rescues. Classes have been suspended. Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has ordered urgent
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action to protect lives, restore power and transport, stabilize slopes and dams, and provide food,
shelter, and medical aid. Regional conditions may worsen through the next 24 hours.

Heavy Rain Concerns Over Portugal, Western Spain: The weather pattern over western
Europe will become increasingly active over the next seven days. While multiple countries may
face at least some form of inclement weather, the greatest area of concern lies across Portugal
and western Spain, where two consecutive arriving Atlantic storm systems could generate two
distinct waves of heavy rain and accompanying scattered floods. The first system will overspread
southern Portugal and southwest Spain Tuesday into Wednesday, delivering upwards of 50-75
mm (2-3 in) of rain and locally damaging wind gusts. A second system may target more central
and northern areas between Thursday afternoon and Friday. People in the area should be
weather weather-aware through mid-to-late week.

Worldwide

U.S. Effort to Designate Antifa as Foreign Terrorist Organization Threatens Far-Reaching
Impacts: U.S. President Donald Trump’s recent comments suggesting an interest in designating
Antifa as a Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO) could herald a significant emerging risk for
individuals and businesses associated with the decentralized movement’'s members. Any effort to
do so would likely face significant legal hurdles, such as proving that Antifa meets the
requirements for the designation, and U.S. officials themselves have previously commented
that Antifa is more of an ideology than an organization. However, a successful effort to designate
Antifa an FTO would empower the government to target not only alleged “members,” but their
relatives, employers, and other associations seen as providing them with “material support,”
with potential consequences including up to 20 years' imprisonment and hundreds of thousands
of dollars in fines.

Cameroonian President Wins Eighth Term, Triggering Unrest: Earlier today, Cameroonian
officials declared 92-year-old incumbent President Paul Biya the winner of an eighth term
following the country’s October 12 election, leading to further unrest following two weeks of
tensions that resulted in violence on several occasions. Opposition leaders rejected the result
after previously declaring its preferred candidate, Issa Tchiroma Bakary of the Cameroon
National Salvation Front (FSNC), the winner a day earlier, leading to clashes that left at least four
dead. Earlier today, local media reported that violence and gunfire had broken out in economic
hub Douala and near Bakary's residence in Garoua. U.S. Embassy Yaoundé warns that
“Cameroonian law enforcement personnel are responding to these incidents, including using
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teargas, water cannons, and firearms to do so,” with the violence likely to escalate as the unrest
spreads.

e U.S. Threatens to Halt Aid to Colombia, Endangering Security Efforts: U.S. President Donald
Trump claimed that he was halting all aid to Colombia following Colombian President Gustavo
Petro’s criticism of the U.S.” ongoing military operations in the region. Last year, Bogota received
around $377 million in U.S. aid, with much of it earmarked for anti-narcotics efforts and law
enforcement. As organized criminal groups make gains across Colombia and efforts to ink a
lasting peace agreement with them flounders, further cuts to financial support (Colombia is
already struggling with the previous removal of USAID funding) will likely lead to an increase in
insecurity across much of the country and allow armed groups to further consolidate their gains
ahead of 2026 presidential elections.

e London Police Shift Policy on Non-Crime Hate Incidents Amid Free Speech Debate: London'’s
Metropolitan Police announced last week that they will no longer investigate non-crime hate
incidents (NCHIs), which are defined as actions “clearly motivated by intentional hostility or
prejudice towards people with a particular characteristic” but that are not criminal offenses. The
announcement comes after a British court dropped a case against Irish writer Graham Linehan
over suspicion of inciting violence in relation to social media posts over transgender issues.
Linehan'’s case follows arguments that NCHI investigations stifle free expression. Critics of the
move warn that it removes a safeguard meant to prevent hate crime escalation. While they will
no longer investigate NCHIs, the Met Police will continue to record them.

e Malaysia Considers Slew of New Measures to Curb School Violence: Malaysian authorities are
considering implementing several strict measures throughout the country’s school system
following multiple high-profile violent incidents. Measures under consideration reportedly
include the installation of cameras and deployment of security personnel to all schools,
government-led social media monitoring, and a ban on the use of smartphones by youths under
16. A series of recent rapes and at least one murder, in addition to bullying, fighting, and other
abuse at the hands of both peers and authority figures, have brought nationwide attention to the
issue of violence in schools; however, some experts say that the heavy-handed measures the
government is pursuing are unlikely to be successful and leave the core issues—corruption,
political patronage, and overall misplaced priorities—unaddressed.
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Cyber and Regulatory

Mexico’s “Amparo” Laws May Weaken Rights of Individuals, Businesses: Mexico's sweeping
reforms to its “amparo” laws may hamper individual rights and increase regulatory risk for
businesses in the country. The changes effectively narrow the criteria required to file an amparo
(legal protection against government acts), potentially reducing firms' (and individuals’) ability to
block unfavorable regulations or administrative decisions. Sectors relying heavily on permits,
concessions, or regulatory approvals, such as energy, telecommunications, mining, and
infrastructure, are especially exposed. The reforms also allow authorities to freeze suspicious
bank accounts while weakening companies’ and individuals’ rights to challenge the move and
weaken requirements for the government to prioritize action on sensitive cases.

South Korea Rolls Out New Cybersecurity Rules for Businesses: Last week, South Korea
unveiled sweeping cybersecurity reforms aimed at curbing rampant hacking and data breaches
in key industries. The plan involves inspections of about 1,600 critical IT systems and will require
companies to disclose detailed user protection guidelines. Telecommunication companies will
face unannounced hacking simulations, and CEOs could be held directly liable for repeated
breaches. While officials say the measures will bolster national resilience and restore public trust,
business leaders warn of the potential for government overreach and other excessive burdens
on the private sector, such as higher compliance costs or stifled investment and innovation.
Study Finds Backdoor Vulnerability in Al: Researchers at artificial intelligence company
Anthropic have found that it only takes 250 malicious documents to “poison” an Al and
manipulate the behavior of any size machine learning (ML) model. The study upended the
previous presumption that attackers needed to control a portion of the training data to
manipulate it, revealing that they could instead backdoor the Al models by injecting a relatively
small number of malicious documents into its data. This would allow attackers to manipulate the
model using a trigger phrase. The study’s findings further underscore how much remains to be
discovered about Al, emphasizing the need for improved data protection, controlled access to
data sources, and data sanitization.

Self-Spreading Worm Exploits VS Code: GlassWorm, a self-propagating malware first discovered
on October 17, has infected nearly 36,000 developer machines by hiding inside compromised VS
Code extensions, exposing the software supply chain to widespread credential theft and remote
hijacking. GlassWorm uses invisible Unicode characters and the Solana blockchain for
command-and- control, making it nearly impossible to detect or shut down. The malware also
uses Google Calendar as a backup system to deliver new commands and payloads if its main
channel is blocked. GlassWorm steals credentials from GitHub, NPM, and cryptocurrency
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accounts, installs hidden remote-access tools, and spreads automatically through infected or
auto-updating extensions. The extent to which developers audit their extensions or rotate
credentials will heavily influence GlasswWorm's persistence, as poor credential hygiene could
prolong the infection cycle.

New Report Highlight U.S. Biosecurity Gaps: A recent Hoover Institution report highlights the
need for the U.S. to strengthen biosecurity practices as advances in biotechnology and Al lead to
increased biosecurity risks. The report emphasizes that timely action is essential, noting that
failure could leave the nation vulnerable to bioterrorism, supply chain shocks, and other
consequences, especially amid Chinese progress in this space. With synthetic biology already
reshaping manufacturing, the report calls for the use of new biotechnologies to increase
biosecurity, through novel initiatives such as a national biosecurity institute, private-sector “bio-
audits,” or a biological intelligence (BIOINT) program.

Infrastructure and Supply Chain

U.S., EU Sanctions on Russian Energy Exports to Destabilize Global Market: New U.S.
sanctions targeting Russia's two largest oil companies and EU sanctions banning imports of
Russian liquefied natural gas (LNG) have had significant impacts on global fossil fuel supply
chains and pricing. Qil prices rose 5% following the announcement of sanctions on Rosneft and
Lukoil, with the expectation that major buyers such as India and China will suspend purchases
and sharply increase their demand for non-Russian oil. However, the new EU LNG sanctions
could prove even more challenging, with many European countries still reliant on Russian
energy exports and the threat of higher energy prices for buyers likely to complicate efforts to
disconnect. Because of this, European leaders are adopting a phased approach, hoping to
completely remove (with the exception of Hungary and Slovakia) Russia from the European
energy mix by 2028.

Exported U.S. Electronics Waste Threatens Toxic Impacts for Receiving Countries: U.S.
exporters are believed to be shipping nearly 33,000 metric tons of often-toxic discarded
electronics (e-waste) every month, a practice that researchers say is burdening destination
countries, “many of which lack the ability to safely dispose of that waste.” Malaysia, Indonesia,
Thailand, the Philippines and the United Arab Emirates are among the countries believed to be
receiving shipments that could contain hazardous materials including cadmium, lead, and
mercury, which can leach into the earth after they are disposed of. In Malaysia, in particular—
where e-waste accounted for 6% of trade with the U.S. between January 2023 and February
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2025—these materials have been found on agricultural land, and workers involved in handling e-
waste are frequently exposed to hazards without appropriate safety measures in place.

e Recent U.S. Trade Moves Drive Canada to Seek Growth in Exports Elsewhere: The Canadian
government will seek to double exports to countries other than the U.S. over the next decade
amid tariff pressure that Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney said is undermining investment
and raising economic uncertainty in the country. Carney also warned that the targeting of some
of Canada’s most important exports with tariffs threatened Canadian jobs, noting that the tariffs
and other tensions make the U.S. an increasingly unreliable trading partner. About three quarters
of Canada’s exports currently go to the U.S., the results of decades of curating an increasingly
close trade relationship based on mutual interests and Canada’s wealth of natural resources.

e Mexico’'s Growing Renewable Energy Generation Reflects Strong Performance Across Latin
America: Mexico will likely outperform a target of 35% renewable energy generation by 2030,
thanks in part to interest from private investors driven by a regulatory overhaul earlier this
year. Approximately 44% of new capacity added between now and 2030 is expected to be solar-
based, with wind generation accounting for 24% of new capacity. Across the region, renewables
account for a greater share of the energy mix than anywhere else in the world, with as much as
70% of Latin America’s energy needs met by green power sources, primarily wind and solar.
There remains ample room for further growth, with one industry observer noting that “only 30%
of [the region's] hydroelectric potential, 10% of its wind power, and barely 2% of its solar power™"
are currently being harnessed.

e South African State Logistics Firm Investing Over $7 Billion in Ports, Rail: Transnet, South
Africa’s state- owned freight company, is expected to invest around $7.3 billion in “modernizing
rail lines and upgrading ports” over the next five years, according to Chief Executive Michelle
Phillips. Aging infrastructure has reportedly hindered the export of key products, including raw
materials necessary for manufacturing and energy production around the world. Efforts to
improve service quality are already underway; while these are expected to improve reliability in
the long term, temporary disruptions are likely to impact supply chains during repairs. Transnet
is said to be seeking direct investments from both the financial sector and industrial partners,
with Philips claiming the company is developing a “formal customer-collaboration policy” to
attract funding and expertise.
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Health

Measles Outbreak in Utah, Arizona Second Largest of 2025: A measles outbreak along the
Arizona-Utah border has increased to at least 123 cases, making it the second largest in the
United States to date. The epicenter is the relatively small twin towns of Colorado City, Arizona
and Hildale, Utah, but officials have recorded cases in larger nearby cities, such as Hurricane and
St. George, Utah. The continued rise in measles cases in the U.S.—the tally now stands at 1,618,
the most in 33 years—demonstrates the increasing threat that highly communicable diseases
pose to public health and daily life at a time of declining vaccination rates and possible future
efforts to alter childhood vaccination schedules.

Locally-Acquired Clade 1 Mpox Cases Reported in California, Europe: Officials in Southern
California are warning of community spread of clade 1 mpox after detecting the more severe and
transmissible strain of the disease in three unrelated individuals without a history of international
travel. The California Department Public Health assesses that the risk to the general public
remains low, although they have urged people at heightened risk of contracting mpox to obtain
both doses of the Jynneos vaccine. In addition to California, authorities in the European Union are
calling for heightened awareness and targeted prevention measures after detecting locally
acquired cases of clade 1b mpox in four countries: Spain, the Netherlands, Italy, and Portugal.
After Summer Lull, Bird Flu Back in U.S., Europe: Bird flu cases are increasing again in both the
United States and Europe, potentially constraining the supply of poultry and eggs ahead of the
holiday season. Farmers in the U.S. have culled over 7 million birds since September, while Idaho,
Nebraska, and Texas have reported cases in dairy cows. The uptick also comes in the midst of a
government shutdown that has hampered surveillance and response efforts. The beginning of
cold and flu season may also complicate efforts to detect bird flu in humans. Meanwhile, in
Europe, at least 10 EU countries have recorded outbreaks since August, the most at this stage of
the season in a decade. The rapid early spread has prompted Belgium, the Netherlands, and key
exporter France to order that all poultry be confined indoors.

Salmonella, E. Coli Outbreaks Sicken Hundreds Across Europe: Multiple countries in Europe
are dealing with large outbreaks of foodborne illnesses. In Germany, at least two people have died
as a result of an E. coli outbreak that began in early August and has sickened nearly 200
individuals. However, health authorities with the Robert Koch Institute have not identified the
source or sources of the contamination, despite extensive investigation and testing. Meanwhile,
the European Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (ECDC) released an update on a
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prolonged multi-country outbreak of Salmonella Strathcona that has been linked to tomatoes. The
outbreak has resulted in 437 confirmed cases so far across 17 EU countries dating back to 2023.
Authorities are investigating tomatoes from Sicily as the possible vehicle of infection.

Hong Kong Records First-Ever Local Chikungunya Case: Authorities in Hong Kong are stepping
up anti- mosquito efforts across the city, with a particular focus on the Diamond Hill area, after
authorities discovered the first-ever locally acquired case of chikungunya in an 82-year-old
patient. Officials say that around 10,000 people in the immediate vicinity of the patient’s
apartment are at heightened risk of infection. The discovery of locally transmitted chikungunya in
Hong Kong (the city has seen 46 imported cases so far this year), comes as mainland China
continues to battle its biggest outbreak of the virus, with over 16,000 cases as of the end of
September. The World Health Organization has warned that conditions are ripe for further spread
of the disease worldwide.

Demonstrations and Industrial Action

Serbians to March to Novi Sad on Anniversary of Fatal Train Station Collapse: Student
demonstrators in Serbia are organizing a major march to Novi Sad to mark the one-year
anniversary of the train station canopy collapse that killed 16 people. The main march contingent
will depart from Belgrade on Thursday. The route will likely be "largely similar" to previous
marches in January and March, and organizers expect over 4,000 participants. The demonstrators
demands initially focused on accountability for the structural failure but have since broadened to
include calls for political transparency and the resignation of Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic.
Hundreds of thousands of people have taken part in the demonstrations, with multiple instances
of violence and heavy-handed police responses.

Anti-ICE Demonstrators to Target Home Depot Locations: Groups opposed to several of the
Trump administration’s policies are planning further demonstration campaigns over the coming
weeks. Women's March, Detention Watch Network, and others are planning a “Disappeared in
America"” weekend of action on November 1 and 2 that will feature several concurrent actions,
including protests outside of Home Depot locations and vigils at detention centers, courthouses,
and jails. The following Tuesday, Refuse Fascism and other groups are planning a mass rally at the
Washington Monument in Washington, D.C. at 11 am. Meanwhile, in addition to existing hotspots
like Chicago and Portland, demonstration activity increased over the past several days in San
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Francisco and Minneapolis following indications that the administration may seek to increase
immigration enforcement activities in these cities.

e Thousands of Transporters Set to Block Roads Across Mexican Capital: Up to 8,000
transporters affiliated with the Broad Transport Force (Fuerza Amplia de Transportistas) union
plan to strike, march, and block roads in Mexico City on October 29. The demonstrations are
expected to impact travel across the capital. Demonstrations by transporters, highlighting issues
ranging from salaries to security concerns, are disrupting operations in Mexico City with increasing
frequency. The government’s failure to resolve these longstanding issues will likely drive
continued demonstration activity.

¢ Anti-Immigration Demonstrations Could Disrupt Snap Election in Netherlands: Several
organizers are calling for demonstrations over immigration and safety concerns in central Den
Bosch under the banner “Operation Rood Wit Blauw” (Operation Red, White, and Blue) on
Wednesday at 12 pm, coinciding with a snap parliamentary election. The demonstration follows
clashes between pro- and anti-immigration activists in Houten and Uithoorn earlier in October,
could lead to isolated clashes with security personnel or opposing demonstrators. The unrest
follows similar anti-immigrant action in Ireland, the United Kingdom, and elsewhere across
Europe.

e Moroccan Gen-Z Organizers Announce New Demonstration Schedule as Over 1,500
Participants Face Prison: Morocco’'s GenZ212 organizers announced a new demonstration
cadence for the movement following well-attended events over the weekend that saw several
hundred attend demonstrations in several major cities. Going forward, GenZ212 plans to hold
demonstrations every Saturday and Sunday until their demands, which include efforts to address
subpar education and healthcare in the country and increased efforts to combat government
corruption, are met. The announcement comes amid reports that the more than 1,500 people
arrested at various points during the demonstrations face prosecution. At least 240 people have
already been tried, with 39 of them sentenced to between six and 15 years in prison.
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Upcoming Events

October 27-November 1: Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Annual Meetings (South
Korea)

October 28: General Election (Tanzania)

October 29: Parliamentary Elections (Netherlands)

October 29: Anniversary of Fatal Flooding (Valencia, Spain)

October 29: Republic Day (Ttrkiye)

October 31: Halloween (Global)

November 1: All Saints’ Day (Global)

November 1: Anniversary of Novi Sad Train Station Collapse (Serbia)

November 2: All Souls’ Day (Global)

November 4-6: UN Second World Summit for Social Development (Doha, Qatar)
November 10-11: Parliamentary Elections (Egypt)

November 10-21: 2025 UN Climate Change Conference (UNFCCC COP 30) (Belém, Brazil)
November 11: Independence Day (Poland)

November 11: Parliamentary Elections (Iraq)

November 16: General Election (Chile)

November 17: Revolution Day (Mexico)

November 22-23: G20 Summit (Johannesburg, South Africa)

November 27: Thanksgiving Day (United States)

November 30: General Election (Honduras)
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