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Significant Typhoon Impacts Expected Across Central Philippines, Vietham
Typhoon Kalmaegi (known locally as Tino) is making landfall in the southern Philippines as a Category 2
hurricane equivalent. The storm is expected to cross Leyte or Southern Leyte, tracking roughly midway
between Tacloban and Cebu, but its impacts will be widespread. In Cebu, designated storm shelters are
open and work has been suspended through at least Tuesday.

Kalmaegi poses significant threats, including destructive winds (with Wind Signal No. 4 raised in some
areas), torrential rainfall, and a high risk of life-threatening storm surges exceeding 3 meters in many
coastal communities. Forced evacuations are underway across several parts of the region.

The typhoon may make a second, stronger landfall within 150 miles of Quy Nhon, Vietnam, late Thursday
into Friday, possibly reaching major hurricane equivalent intensity. While the most severe typhoon
conditions will likely remain within a 40-mile radius of the landfall area, intense rainfall and flooding could
extend northward to Da Nang and southward to Nha Trang, especially given recent heavy rainfall and
already saturated soils. Widespread evacuations and disruptions are likely

Afterward, remnant rainfall and severe flood risks are expected to spread westward into central
Cambodia and eastern Thailand between November 7-8.
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Active Pacific Northwest Storms and Early-Season Cold Bound for East U.S.

A relatively calm start to the week is expected across much of North America, with only a weak cold front
currently crossing New England with minimal impacts. The Pacific Northwest will experience the most
active weather, as three atmospheric river events bring rounds of heavy rain through Thursday. The
heaviest rainfall is expected Tuesday night through Thursday, with Seattle and Portland likely seeing 2-3
inches of rain and mountainous areas receiving 4-6 inches or more. While widespread flooding is not
anticipated, isolated flooding could occur in burn scar and runoff-prone locations.

Farther east, a significant cold snap is on the way between Sunday and next Wednesday, November 12,
marking the most notable chill of the season so far. Lows in Chicago are expected to drop into the 20s,
and New York City may dip below freezing by the middle of next week. Even the southern Mid-Atlantic
and Carolinas could see near-freezing mornings, including Raleigh, NC, by next Tuesday.

Ahead of the initial cold push, between Thursday and Saturday, there will be the threat of strong to
severe thunderstorms across parts of the central and eastern United States. Limited moisture early on
will keep most storms isolated, mainly from the Plains to the Ohio and Tennessee valleys. By Saturday,
increasing humidity could support scattered severe storms in the Southeast and Tennessee Valley,
though uncertainty remains regarding the exact strength and placement of the most intense activity.

U.S. Sends Mixed Messages on Venezuela as Military Buildup Continues

After media reports on Friday indicated that the United States was prepared to launch attacks on military
installations inside Venezuela, the Trump administration has sought to downplay the possibility of war
with the South American nation. However, the U.S. continues to strengthen its military presence in the
region, with Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth ordering the deployment of the USS Gerald Ford, the
nation’s largest and most advanced aircraft carrier, to the U.S. Southern Command area of responsibility.
In addition to the Ford, the U.S. is also upgrading the former Roosevelt Roads naval base in Puerto Rico—
abandoned for nearly 20 years—and building out facilities at civilian airports in Puerto Rico and St Croix.
The U.S. has also flown B-1 and B-52 bombers near Venezuela. Through it all, strikes on alleged drug
boats have continued.

Despite the administration’s denials and mixed messages, the increasing number of assets deployed to
the southern Caribbean and the pace of operations suggests that further military action is likely. The U.S.
may opt to target sites associated with organized criminal groups in Venezuela, but it's unclear whether
that would be the extent of operations in Venezuela, or if the administration would make a more
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concerted effort to unseat Maduro. Such a regime change would likely usher in a period of significant
instability in the country, with ramifications for neighboring countries, especially Colombia, which would
likely see increased migrant flows from Venezuela as well as a possible further uptick in violence involving
the transnational criminal organizations that operate along the Colombia-Venezuela border.

Brazil to Host Upcoming UN Climate Conference Amid Logistics, Security

Challenges

The 30th United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP30) will be held in Belém, Brazil, between
November 10 and 21, following a Leaders’ Summit on November 6-7. Around 50,000 people are expected
to attend, including approximately 140 heads of state, government delegations, non-governmental
organizations, academics, indigenous representatives, media, and activist groups.

Officials face significant logistical challenges in hosting an international event of this scale. Foremost
among these is lodging, with the prices of accommodation reaching prohibitively high rates amid
concerns over availability. Belém also has one of the highest crime rates in Brazil, and security forces will
be deployed across the city to deter crime, manage mass gatherings, and protect dignitaries traveling
between various sites.

As a result, significant disruptions are expected from late October until at least November 23. Road
closures, traffic restrictions, security operations, and demonstrations by environmental activists and
indigenous groups can be expected in the area during this time. In addition to Belém, Rio de Janeiro and
Sao Paulo will host high-profile events in the lead-up to COP30, resulting in heightened security and
traffic disruptions in those locations as well. For more information, read AlertMedia’s situation report.

Climate and Natural Hazards

e Increased Water Vapor in Atmosphere Fueling Extreme Rainfall: A Washington Post analysis
found that the amount of water vapor in Earth’s atmosphere has increased by 12% over the past
85 years, fueling more frequent and extreme rainfall events. Most of the world has seen rising
"atmospheric river” moisture flows since the 1990s, especially across West Africa, the
Mediterranean, South and East Asia, and Northern Europe, heightening flood risk. In Valencia,
Spain, a record moisture plume in 2024 caused a catastrophic flood that killed 228 people,
Spain’s deadliest disaster in 50 years. Similar extreme vapor surges have fueled deadly storms in
Vietnam, Nepal, and the U.S. Regions like South Korea and Mexico's Gulf Coast, where strong
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vapor flows frequently coincide with heavy rain, are especially vulnerable to increased moisture
flows.

Jamaica Death Toll Climbing After Hurricane Melissa: The death toll in Jamaica rose to 28 as
of Sunday. Multiple field hospitals are being established in Black River, St. Elizabeth, with
additional facilities planned in Westmoreland, Trelawny, Hanover, and St James. Meanwhile,
major roads have reopened. Jamaica Public Service Company (JPS) has restored power to 150,000
customers. According to JPS, over 468,000 customers were still without power as of Monday
morning. Airports have resumed commercial flight operations in Kingston and Montego Bay,
and the Kingston Freeport Terminal was operational on Thursday, October 30. However, there
are concerns over future food shortages on the island after Melissa devastated St Elizabeth
parish, known as Jamaica’'s breadbasket.

Afghanistan Hit by Another Damaging Earthquake: A 6.3 magnitude earthquake struck
Samangan Province in northern Afghanistan overnight, killing at least 20 people and injuring over
600, according to national disaster management authorities. Samangan Province reported 11
deaths and 167 injuries, while Balkh Province recorded seven deaths and 417 injuries. Additional
casualties were reported in Sar-e-Pul (one dead, three injured), Kunduz (four seriously injured, 63
minor injuries), and Jawzjan (one dead). Authorities continue to assess damage and coordinate
emergency response in affected areas. The quake, felt as far as Kabul and Pakistan, forced
families to flee as homes collapsed. The disaster comes just two months after a major quake in
Kunar Province killed nearly 2,000 people and destroyed over 8,000 homes.

Worldwide

China-U.S. Tensions Thaw Following Xi-Trump Meeting: The U.S. government released a fact
sheet detailing the outcome of President Donald Trump’s meeting with Chinese President Xi
Jinping in South Korea last week. China will end shipments of fentanyl precursor chemicals to
North America, reduce export controls on critical minerals for at least a year, ease the flow of
semiconductors and other important manufacturing inputs, and return to purchasing large
quantities agricultural exports, among other concessions. In exchange, the U.S. will reverse or
suspend certain threatened tariffs on Chinese goods, postpone the expiration of various tariff
exemptions, suspend the implementation of the Commerce Department's Entity List (which
restricts dealings with certain companies), and suspend an investigation into purported Chinese
efforts to dominate maritime industries. However, observers remain concerned about the
potential real-world impact of the agreement, as well as the failure to resolve underlying issues
between the two countries.
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U.S. Cancels Trump-Putin Summit Over Russia’s Ukraine Stance: Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov's apparent lack of “willingness to negotiate” on key sticking points in ongoing
negotiations around ending the war in Ukraine are reportedly responsible for the cancellation of
a planned meeting between Presidents Putin and Trump in Budapest. Russian demands,
including “territorial concessions, a steep reduction of Ukraine’s armed forces and guarantees it
will never join NATO,” remain substantially similar to those that first led to the suspension of the
planned summit earlier in October. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said that his
country is willing to enter peace negotiations but will not cede territory as a condition for doing
So.

U.S. Preparing to Engage Mexican Cartels Directly: The Trump administration is reportedly
planning to position both military and intelligence assets on the ground in Mexico as part of a
broader effort to fight the country's cartels. Training for the operation is said to have already
begun, though a deployment is not considered imminent and the scope of any such mission, or
whether plans will even go forward, has not yet been finalized. The plan, which would see U.S.
troops deployed to Mexico operating under the supervision of intelligence officials, is a
noteworthy departure from earlier approaches to the cartel issue, which relied on supporting the
Mexican security apparatus as opposed to direct engagement. Unlike the recent strikes targeting
boats suspected of smuggling narcotics off the coast of Venezuela, the government is not
expected to publicize the details of operations in Mexico.

Deadly Rio Police Raid Triggers Protests, Security Concerns Ahead of COP30: On October 28,
police in Rio de Janeiro carried out a massive raid on the Penha and Complexo do Alemao
favelas, causing at least 132 deaths, including four officers. Authorities claim that the operation
targeted members of the Comando Vermelho gang. Residents, human rights groups, and UN
officials criticized the raid as excessive and called for independent investigations. Protests broke
out in the affected favelas as demonstrators demanded accountability. Despite the criticism and
unrest, Brazilian officials emphasized that events related to COP30, including the climate summit
in Belém from November 10 to 21, the C40 Forum, and the Earthshot Prize in Rio de Janeiro from
November 3-5, remain secure.

Sudanese Rebels Capture Last Remaining Army Stronghold in Darfur: The Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) captured el-Fasher, the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) last remaining stronghold in
the Darfur region, after a months-long siege. The fall of the regional capital has been followed by
accusations of mass killings by the RSF. UN rights official Tom Fletcher denounced the
international community’s failure to address the crisis, with growing media attention holding the
United Arab Emirates responsible for the ongoing violence amid accusations that the country is
supplying the RSF with weapons, fueling further conflict. El- Fasher's capture sets the stage for
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the possible further splintering of Sudan and the continuing conflict carries with it potentially
significant consequences for both Western supply chains and regional stability.

Cyber and Regulatory

Qilin Ransomware Gang Increasingly Disruptive to Manufacturing, Service Sectors:
Cybersecurity experts at Cisco Talos warn that suspected Russia-based cybercriminal gang Qilin
has become “one of the most impactful ransomware groups worldwide,” revealing potentially
sensitive data stolen from its victims more than 40 times per month. Using a combination of
stolen credentials and tools like Cyberduck and other programs that transfer stolen information
to cloud servers, the group is accused of operating a “ransomware-as-a-service (RaaS) business
capable of gaining access to systems even if they are protected by the use of virtual private
networks (VPNs). Nearly 25% of the group’s attacks targeted manufacturing entities, while 18%
targeted services firms. Nearly half of the 118 attacks attributed to the group during 2025
targeted American firms. Canada, France, South Korea, and Spain also saw attacks.

Al-Enabled Browsing Considered a Greater Threat Than Traditional Web Navigation: The
“significant level of access” required to make the most use of popular artificial intelligence (Al)-
powered browsers or extensions exposes users to greater privacy risks than traditional web
browsers. By manipulating Al models, attackers can expose users’ credentials, or, in more severe
cases, enable the attacker to gain control of affected devices and programs to “take malicious
actions on behalf of a user, such as making unintended purchases or social media posts.” These
considerations are especially important when weighed against the utility of these Al agents,
which at this stage are more useful for relatively simple tasks.

Chilean Attempts to Regulate Al Face Growing Opposition From Big Tech: The Chilean
government’s plan to increase the regulation of Al in the country is facing growing pushback
from major industry players such as Amazon Web Services and Google. Chile benefits from
strong communications connectivity and has abundant clean energy to support the more than 40
data centers already in the country—infrastructure critical to the use and development of Al.
However, legislation that would classify and regulate Al systems based on the threat they are
perceived to pose could discourage further investment, at a time when other countries across
the region (including economic powerhouse Brazil) are working to position themselves as more
friendly to tech investors.

New UN Cybercrime Treaty Could Empower Governments to Attack Critics Abroad: A new
cybercrime- fighting pact that at least 72 countries have agreed to uphold could help reduce
web-based offenses at the expense of potentially significant increases in government access
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to personal information and surveillance. Signatories will be required to criminalize certain
cybercrime offenses and must collect and share information on nationals suspected of
cybercrimes at the request of fellow signatories. The deal also includes extradition agreements,
which—taken together with the surveillance requirements—could empower authoritarian
governments with a history of persecuting opponents to extradite critics from abroad for
purported criminal activities online. The agreement is expected to come into effect on January
23, 2026.

U.K. Finalizes Legislation Governing ESG Rating Providers: Following a 2023 consultation on
the matter and 2024 draft legislation, the U.K. government has introduced finalized legislation
in Parliament “to focus on improving transparency in the ESG ratings and data space, and to
begin to apply regulatory oversight.” As a result, ratings providers will be required to register with
the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA), one of the world’'s most powerful financial regulators. New
regulations expected to be revealed by the end of 2025 “will focus on the four key areas of
transparency, governance, systems and controls, and conflicts of interest.” The regulation of the
sector under the new regime goes into effect in June 2028.

Infrastructure and Supply Chain

Chip Supply Disruptions Expected to Continue, Automakers Suffer Impacts: An ongoing
dispute between Dutch chipmaker Nexperia and its Chinese parent that had squeezed chip
supplies for automakers may be nearing a conclusion. The U.S. is reportedly set to announce the
resumption of shipments from Nexperia’s Chinese facilities in the coming days, while China has
said that it will “consider exemptions” for some of the company’s exports. However, the Dutch
and Chinese governments are continuing to negotiate over some unresolved issues, and on
Friday, the company announced that it is halting all shipments of supplies to its factory in China.
Nexperia China has said that it can meet its existing orders by building up its domestic supply
chain, although such an effort will take months.

Delhi Bans Non-Emissions Compliant Vehicles: On Saturday, Delhi's ban on older commercial
goods vehicles entering the city went into effect. The measure, meant to curb Delhi's annual
winter smog crisis, prohibits the entry of trucks and vans that do not meet Bharat Stage VI (BS-VI)
emission standards. The ban, ordered by the Commission for Air Quality Management, applies to
vehicles registered outside Delhi, which are seen as major contributors to toxic air during peak
pollution months. Delhi-registered vehicles, along with those running on compressed natural gas
(CNQG), liquified natural gas (LNG), or electricity, are exempt for now, while some diesel vehicles
will be phased out under transitional rules through next year.
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India Unlocks Access to Critical Resources: India appears poised to unlock two strategic points
that could boost its regional connectivity and resource access. First, the U.S. granted a six-month
waiver on sanctions related to the Indian-operated Chabahar Port in Iran, enabling India to
resume operations. The move grants India renewed access into Afghanistan and Central Asia—
areas with rich energy reserves—while allowing it to bypass rival Pakistan. At the same time, a
wave of surrenders by cadres from the Communist Party of India (Maoist) in Chhattisgarh signals
a potential closing chapter for India’s longest- running insurgency, while opening up mineral-rich
territories that were long under rebel control.

Historic Drought Creates Potable Water Crisis in Tehran: With one of the five dams supplying
drinking water to Tehran at just 8% of capacity and the status of the other four not disclosed,
observers are increasingly concerned that the city of about 10 million residents could run out of
water. Tehran’s director of water utilities warned that the dam could run out in just two weeks,
forcing officials to employ water-saving measures such as periodic neighborhood-based supply
cuts. Water and power outages occurred frequently in July and August, when temperatures can
exceed 104°F. The severity of the current drought is nearly unprecedented in the past 100 years.

Health

Texas Sues Tylenol Maker in First-of-its-Kind Lawsuit: Following U.S. President Donald Trump
and U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.'s guidance that pregnant
women should avoid taking acetaminophen due to a possible (and disputed) link with autism,
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton announced that he is suing Johnson and Johnson for failing to
warn customers of the risks. The suit is the first of its kind to be brought by a state, but could
foreshadow a pending wave of legal action as Kennedy pushes forward with his efforts to
remake public health in America, especially when it comes to vaccines and other interventions
that Kennedy claims are linked to autism.

Food and Beverage Giants Form New Advocacy Group: Several big food and beverage
companies are forming a new advocacy group called Americans for Ingredient Transparency as
they seek to push back on legislation being pursued at the state level that aligns with U.S.
Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.'s Make America Healthy Again
(MAHA) agenda. The new coalition says that it is not opposed to the Trump administration’s efforts
to improve food ingredients but wants consistent federal standards instead of the emerging
patchwork of various state regulations. The new group is drawing criticism from several activists
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who have been integral to the MAHA movement thus far, suggesting that it will face an uphill
battle to successfully influencing future policy.

¢ Louisiana Officials Delayed Messaging on Pertussis Outbreak: Louisiana officials waited
months after recording the state’s first death from pertussis (also known as whooping cough) in
years before encouraging vaccination or issuing a statewide health alert. Shortly after two infants
died in late January, Louisiana Surgeon General Ralph Abraham announced that the state was
ending the general promotion of vaccines and vaccination events. Louisiana has recorded nearly
400 cases of pertussis so far this year, substantially eclipsing the previous 35-year high of 214
cases in 2013. The apparent constraints on public health messaging are likely to be mirrored in
other states that move to deemphasize vaccination. In Florida, which is ending several childhood
vaccine mandates, many health officials have reportedly been told not to comment on the
current situation without permission from supervisors.

¢ Measles Outbreaks Continue to Grow Across Several Countries: As the U.S. battles a new
measles hotspot on the Utah-Arizona border, outbreaks of the highly contagious viral disease are
proliferating elsewhere as well. Canada, which has recorded over 5,100 cases since fall 2024, may
lose its elimination status when a World Health Organization commission meets to discuss the
status of several North American countries in early November. Mexico has also crossed the 5,000
cases mark, suggesting that Canada may not be the only country to lose its elimination status. And
in the Middle East, Israel recorded its eighth fatality linked to an ongoing measles outbreak. As
the number of outbreaks of vaccine- preventable illnesses continues to rise, the Council on
Foreign Relations has released a map tracking global outbreaks of nine childhood diseases.

e Other Stories the Global Intelligence Team is Monitoring: A listeria outbreak linked to
recalled pasta meals sold at Walmart, Trader Joe’s, and other retailers is expanding. Officials have
now traced two more deaths and seven additional illnesses to the contaminated products.
Meanwhile, a professor at the University of Hong Kong is warning of a heightened risk of
chikungunya spreading in the city during the upcoming National Games, which kick off
November 9. Finally, in the United Kingdom, officials are warning that there is now a high
probability that mpox clade Ib will be imported into the country, although transmission will be
tempered to some degree by existing immunity among the most at-risk populations going
forward.
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Demonstrations and Industrial Action

Planned Demonstrations in Washington, DC Target Trump Administration: On Wednesday,
Refuse Fascism and other groups are planning demonstrations against the Trump administration
near the National Mall and other government buildings in Washington, DC. Activities begin at 8 am
at the Heritage Foundation, followed by a 9 am rally at Columbus Circle. Participants are
scheduled to visit congressional offices at 10 am, culminating in a rally at the Washington
Monument at 11 am. An evening concert is also planned.

France’s Budget to Drive Demonstration Activity in November: France’s major unions are
calling for retirees to protest the country's 2026 draft budget this Thursday. The primary
demonstration by pensioners is scheduled in Paris and involves a march from the Senate to the
National Assembly building at 2 pm. Meanwhile, lawmakers continue to debate the proposed
budget, and it looks unlikely that Prime Minister Sebastien Lecornu’s opponents will pursue a no-
confidence vote to collapse the government despite previous threats to do so. While the CGT
union, one of the country’s most prominent labor voices, is campaigning for Thursday to be the
start of a new wave of anti-austerity mobilizations similar to those seen in September, future
actions have yet to be planned.

Cameroon, Tanzania See Election-Related Unrest: A curfew remains in place across mainland
Tanzania following election-related unrest that broke out last Wednesday. A relatively muted
swearing-in ceremony for President Samia Suluhu Hassan took place indoors today, signaling that
tensions remain high after her primary political opponents were blocked from running in the
election. Tanzanian authorities deployed the military and cut internet services to quell protests
that saw incidents of arson and vandalism, particularly in Dar es Salaam. On Africa’s Atlantic side,
intermittent demonstration activity continues to be reported across Cameroon as Issa Tchiroma
Bakary, the main opposition candidate, continues to reject the results of the October 12 election.
Following violent unrest last week, Bakary called for the country to “come to a standstill” with a
three-day general strike through Wednesday.

British Towns, Police Prepare for Bonfire Night: Enhanced police patrols across England,
Scotland, and Wales can be expected leading up to and on Bonfire Night (also known as Guy
Fawkes Night) on November 5. Scotland’s police have reported incidents of serious disorder
during Bonfire Night in recent years, including in Edinburgh and Glasgow. Both cities now have
firework ban zones in effect. In England, Sussex officials are asking celebrants not to travel to the
Lewes Bonfire Night due to “serious concerns about overcrowding.” Meanwhile, the campaign
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group Intersectional Uprising is capitalizing on Guy Fawkes as a symbol of anti-corruption to
organize a demonstration “against corruption in public services” at London’s Archbishops Park at 7
pm, while Anonymous is calling for demonstrators to gather at Trafalgar Square at 6 pm for the
“Million Mask March.”

Notable Pro-Palestine Demonstrations Planned as Israel Resumes Attacks on Gaza: The U.S.
Embassy in Australia has issued a demonstration alert over a protest planned against the Indo
Pacific International Maritime Exposition in Sydney on Tuesday. Pro-Palestine activist groups
intend to blockade the exposition venue, the ICC Sydney, over the inclusion of Israeli companies.
In the U.K., local authorities in Birmingham banned traveling fans of the Israeli Maccabi Tel Aviv
team from the Europa League match against Aston Villa on Thursday over safety concerns after
fan behavior at a 2024 match in Amsterdam resulted in violence. Some British officials, including
Prime Minister Keir Starmer, have sought to reverse the ban, though Maccabi Tel Aviv stated it
will decline any ticket allocations. The match itself will still draw demonstration activity, with pro-
Palestine activists intending to gather outside the match at 6 pm.

Upcoming Events

November 4-6: UN Second World Summit for Social Development (Doha, Qatar)
November 5: Guy Fawkes’ Day (United Kingdom)

November 5: Guru Nanak Jayanti (India, Nepal)

November 9-21: National Games (Hong Kong; Macau; Guangdong Province, China)
November 10-11: Parliamentary Elections (Egypt)

November 10-21: 2025 UN Climate Change Conference (UNFCCC COP 30) (Belém, Brazil)
November 11: Independence Day (Poland)

November 11: Parliamentary Elections (Iraq)

November 16: General Election (Chile)

November 17: Revolution Day (Mexico)

November 17: Struggle for Freedom and Democracy Day (Czechia)

November 20: Parliamentary Elections (Tonga)

November 22-23: G20 Summit (Johannesburg, South Africa)

November 23: General Election (Guinea-Bissau)

November 27: Thanksgiving Day (United States)

November 30: General Election (Honduras)
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