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Major Heatwave Intensifying Across Western Europe
A major heatwave is intensifying across Western Europe, with significant public safety, infrastructure, and wildfire concerns emerging in multiple countries. The region’s vulnerability is heightened by limited household air conditioning access; while rates vary by country, only roughly 15-25% of Western European residents have household AC.
In France, nearly 1,000 schools are closed and another 1,800 are dismissing early as record heat grips much of the country. Monday afternoon temperatures reached 40-42°C (104-108°F) in some areas. Météo-France has placed at least 49 departments under Red Alert, its highest warning level, with another 30 departments under Orange Alert. Little to no nationwide temperature relief is expected Tuesday. Authorities have also reported an uptick in drownings over the weekend as residents and travelers seek relief near water. SNCF railway officials warned of possible heat-related delays and advised vulnerable people to avoid train travel during the heatwave.
Heat-related impacts are expanding beyond France. In the southern United Kingdom, several Amber Warnings are expected to be partly replaced by rare Red-level Extreme Heat Warnings for Wednesday and Thursday, including London and Birmingham. Forecasters expect localized temperatures near 40°C, with potentially significant disruptions to daily life. In Spain, heat-health alerts now cover 85% of municipalities, while AEMET is warning of elevated wildfire risk. Authorities recently responded to an agricultural fire in Lleida that burned 60 hectares, triggered ES-Alert shelter-in-place messaging, and closed the A-2. Germany is also seeing mounting impacts, including very high wildfire danger, heat-related highway damage on the A13, and water-conservation calls in Mainz, Remagen, and Cochem-Zell.
AlertMedia meteorologists expect heat to gradually ease in Spain, with afternoon temperatures slowly normalizing but remaining above average through Friday. In the southern U.K., dangerous heat may peak between Tuesday and Thursday. Through Friday, worsening heatwave conditions are expected across an unusually large portion of Europe, including central and eastern France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Germany, northern and central Italy, Switzerland, Austria, Czechia, Croatia, Hungary, Slovakia, Poland, Denmark, southern Sweden, and neighboring countries.
Progress Noted at U.S.-Iran Peace Talks Following Rocky Start in Switzerland
The head of the U.S. delegation to the latest round of peace talks with Iran, Vice President JD Vance, announced that discussions lasting from Sunday into today produced a “good foundation for a successful final deal.” The claim, echoed by mediators from Pakistan and Qatar, was a welcome confirmation of forward progress following earlier reports that comments by U.S. President Donald Trump and Israeli strikes in Lebanon could derail the peace process. Negotiators are attempting to build on the points established in a 14-point Memorandum of Understanding, which put in place a 60-day ceasefire extension, the temporary suspension of sanctions on Iranian crude oil exports, and other accommodations.
Noteworthy developments from the Switzerland talks include the establishment of a high-level political oversight committee; coming working groups on nuclear issues, sanctions, and dispute resolution; and plans for future technical talks. Iranian mediators also proposed a mechanism for ending the conflict between Israel and Lebanon, a key sticking point in the Iran-U.S. deal, which has the backing of the U.S. delegation. Meanwhile, Vance claimed that Iranian negotiators offered to allow nuclear inspectors back into the country as part of the peace process, although Tehran has said that it has made no new concessions on its nuclear program.
While the U.S. has reportedly lifted its blockade of Iranian ports and traffic through the Strait of Hormuz has increased, a threat by Iran over the weekend to again close the waterway in response to ceasefire violations in Lebanon saw shipping stall. The incident underscores the pivotal role the strait is likely to play in the negotiations and Tehran’s willingness to leverage its control over the strait during the talks. Continued uncertainty over the status of the strait is also likely to influence shippers’ decision-making as they consider whether to resume operations in the Persian Gulf.
Tehran and Washington are expected to adhere to other terms of the MOU as talks progress, though legal challenges and other delays to proposed sanctions relief could disrupt this process, threatening potential compliance missteps for firms that might handle Iranian oil. Further challenges, ranging from disagreements on policy issues to implementation hiccups, could still prevent the two sides from reaching a final agreement, while the U.S. intelligence community’s assessment that Israel is likely to undermine the peace process suggests that further clashes between the Israel Defense Forces and Hezbollah will continue to be a sticking point.
U.S. Organizers Prepare for Next National Day of Action on Saturday, June 27
Organizers active across the United States, including the 50501 Movement, are announcing demonstrations nationwide as part of a day of action dubbed “All of U.S. 250” on Saturday, June 27. As the first major national call to action since the March 28, 2026 “No Kings” demonstrations, the campaign is expected to draw substantial crowds. Themed around the ongoing celebration of the U.S. 250th anniversary, organizers intend to highlight “the true, unwashed history of America,” with a flagship demonstration to be held in Washington, D.C. at 11 am at a yet-undisclosed location.
Demonstrations in larger cities with established activist bases could draw participation in the thousands, with other locations likely to see several dozen to hundreds of demonstrators. Several of the groups involved with organizing the No Kings series of demonstrations are participating and have issued calls to action, although demonstrations on June 27 are not expected to rival the turnout seen during previous No Kings days of action. The demonstrations are expected to remain largely peaceful. The risk of additional disruptions is higher in cities hosting World Cup matches that day, including Atlanta, Dallas, Kansas City, Miami, the New York City area, and Philadelphia.
Climate and Natural Hazards
· FIFA Games Threatened by Severe Storms: This afternoon, the Storm Prediction Center highlighted a Level 2 of 5 severe storm risk from the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic into portions of the Southeast. Scattered severe wind gusts near 60 mph are the primary hazard, while tornado and hail potential remain low. Severe weather impacts, including possible lightning delays, are likely to threaten FIFA matches scheduled for 4 pm at Lincoln Financial Field and 7 pm in East Rutherford, New Jersey.
· Tornado Outbreak Produces Damage Across Illinois and Indiana: Severe storms produced numerous preliminary tornado and damaging wind reports Sunday evening into early this morning from the central Plains into the Ohio Valley. One of the most active corridors extended from southern Illinois into southwest Indiana, where multiple tornado reports were documented. The most notable impact occurred in the Evansville-Newburgh, Indiana area, trapping multiple residents at two affected apartment complexes. Nearby businesses were damaged and tractor-trailers were overturned, though officials reported only minor injuries and no major injuries.
· Parts of Southern U.S. Still Under Flood Threat: As of midday today, several southern states – most notably Arkansas and western Tennessee – are under a Level 2 or higher (4-tier scale) excessive rainfall risk. Short-range models indicate locations between Little Rock, Memphis, and Nashville could see scattered rain totals between 2-4 inches, some locally higher. Localized Flash Flood Warning issuance and associated travel disruptions are probable.
· Typhoon Mekkhala Strengthening in West Pacific: Mekkhala, locally known as Francisco in the Philippines, has the potential to intensify into a super typhoon as it moves across the West Pacific through Tuesday. At the time of this publication, sustained tropical storm conditions were expected to remain north and east of the Philippines and Taiwan. Looking ahead, tropical storm to minimal typhoon conditions may overspread the southernmost Japanese islands, including portions of Okinawa, as Mekkhala turns northeast while weakening Wednesday into Thursday.
Worldwide
· Gang Recruitment of Children on Social Media a Growing Trend Worldwide: U.S. and European officials are warning that criminal organizations are increasingly turning to social media to recruit children, a pattern that is also present in Asia and South America. The trend is associated with a rise in “violence as a service,” where gangs hire children as young as 13 to carry out targeted violent crimes. According to Europol, young people are recruited by solicitation on encrypted messaging apps such as Signal, Telegram, or WhatsApp, and are required to film their attacks in order to receive payment. Police in Toronto, which is currently a World Cup host city, warned last week that young people in the area were being recruited over social media to attack targets affiliated with the local Jewish community, prompting an investigation at the national level.
· De la Espriella Claims Victory in Colombian Runoff Election as Vote Challenges Proceed: Nationalist lawyer and businessman Abelardo de la Espriella claimed victory in Colombia’s June 21 presidential runoff after preliminary results showed him leading Senator Iván Cepeda by fewer than 250,000 votes. The closely contested election focused on security, crime, economic recovery, and the future of Colombia’s peace process. While De la Espriella pledged tougher security measures, expanded prison capacity, and closer cooperation with the United States, Cepeda advocated continuing peace initiatives and institutional reforms. Cepeda announced that party lawyers would challenge approximately 33,000 ballot boxes, about 27% of the national total, and said he would recognize the outcome once the official scrutiny process is completed. De la Espriella urged opponents to respect the results and avoid actions that could fuel unrest as electoral authorities finalize the count. Outgoing President Gustavo Petro, who has backed Cepeda, said that no one could be proclaimed president based on the preliminary count, and urged residents to remain calm.
· Bangladesh Accuses India of Forcing People Across Their Shared Border, Straining Ties: Following the Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) landslide victory during West Bengal state elections, Bangladesh has said it has foiled several attempts by Indian authorities to force people across the border. Human Rights Watch has said that those forced across the border have, in many cases, been unlawfully expelled without due process, with the Muslim community in particular being targeted. For its part, Dhaka has refused to accept individuals who cannot verify that they are Bangladeshi citizens, effectively rendering them stateless. The campaign has jeopardized Delhi’s relationship with Dhaka, which has been under stress since the ouster of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in 2024. In addition to potential damage to bilateral relations and trade ties, the effort has also triggered demonstrations in Bangladesh, with the opposition Jamaat-e-Islami 11-party alliance staging protests along the border.
· U.K. Seizes “Shadow Fleet” Tanker as Russia Continues to Antagonize Europe: For the first time since the start of the war in Ukraine, the U.K. seized a tanker that Prime Minister Keir Starmer said was a part of Russia’s “shadow fleet,” responsible for helping Moscow export crude oil while evading sanctions. Despite the seizure, shadow fleet activity through the English Channel has continued, though some vessels may seek to route around it in the future. The seizure comes as Russia continues to exert pressure on Europe. A handler with ties to Russia appears to have directed an arson attack on a property linked to Starmer, while a Russian artist and critic of President Vladimir Putin was shot dead in Poland. The incidents, likely part of Russia’s broader destabilization campaign on the continent, come as Moscow appears to be on the back foot in its war with Ukraine, with Kyiv launching successive large aerial assaults on Moscow and crippling Russian refining facilities and supply chains. Some in Europe have floated the idea of establishing a communications channel with Russia to capitalize on the apparent shift in momentum.
· Sweden Passes Tough New Immigration Measures as Anti-Migrant Sentiment Continues to Climb Across Europe: Sweden’s Parliament has approved legislation that will limit asylum access, end the pathway to permanent residency for refugees, and require public workers to report migrants found to be living in the country illegally. The legislation will also allow for the removal of current and pending residents for “bad behavior,” which is not explicitly defined. The law comes at a time of rising anti-migrant sentiment across Europe, punctuated by recent high-profile attacks and ensuing unrest in the United Kingdom. The legislation, which passed by just two votes in the country’s 349-seat Parliament, includes carve-outs for migrants employed in education or the medical field, highlighting the considerable divide over the issue and concerns about the potential impact on access to essential services in Sweden.
Cyber and Regulatory
· Recent ShinyHunters Campaign Targets Higher Education Sector With Oracle Zero-Day: Hacking group ShinyHunters exploited a previously unknown vulnerability in Oracle PeopleSoft software to breach organizations and steal sensitive data, with universities among the hardest hit targets. The attacks occurred before a fix was available and has already led to data leaks and extortion attempts. Researchers identified more than 1,300 potentially exposed education institutions, while more than 100 organizations were directly notified about the vulnerable systems. Most of the affected organizations were based in the U.S., and 68% were academic institutions. Attackers used the flaw (CVE-2026-35273) to access systems, steal data, and publish sensitive information on the ShinyHunters leak site. The U.K.’s University of Nottingham has already confirmed the breach affected around 455,000 students and alumni, exposing names, addresses, phone numbers, passport numbers, and other sensitive information.
· Italian Port Cyberattack Exposes Weaknesses in Maritime Infrastructure: A cyberattack attributed to the Anubis ransomware group compromised the Central Adriatic Sea Port System Authority in Italy, exposing sensitive data, including employee records, contracts, and port security information. The incident highlights growing cyber risks to maritime infrastructure, where disruptions can affect critical operations and regional trade. Anubis emerged in 2024 as a ransom-as-a-service platform, often using double-extortion tactics: stealing data before encrypting systems and threatening to leak information if victims refuse to pay. The authority manages seven strategic ports across Italy’s Abruzzo and Marche regions, underscoring the potential operational impact of cyber incidents in the maritime sector. Researchers warn that many port and maritime organizations are increasingly vulnerable, as many rely on aging IT systems. Subsequent investigations or regulatory findings could reveal additional vulnerabilities in maritime cyber defenses.
· U.K. Advances Stronger Online Protections for Children: The United Kingdom is moving to strengthen online child safety protections as policymakers consider new restrictions on social media use for users under 16 and implement stricter requirements for technology platforms. Under the Online Safety Act, companies will be required to deploy stronger age-assurance measures, limit children’s exposure to harmful content, and improve safeguards against cyberbullying, self-harm material, and other age-inappropriate content. The proposed measures follow growing concerns among lawmakers, regulators, and public health experts regarding the impact of social media on youth mental health, privacy, and online safety. The U.K.’s approach mirrors broader international efforts, including similar age-verification and child-protection initiatives in Australia, France, and several U.S. states. Critics warn that stronger age-verification requirements could create new privacy and data security risks if sensitive user information is improperly collected, stored, or secured.
· New Chinese Financial Data, Investment Controls Signal Heightened Scrutiny: Chinese authorities announced new guidelines for the implementation of existing data security regulations in the financial services sector. The guidelines provide a framework that categorizes data based on three subject groups (business, enterprise, or user data) and rates its sensitivity on a 4-point scale between “general” and “core” based on “the potential impact of a breach or misuse.” A separate plan to provide Chinese authorities with greater control over outbound investment determined that the previous regulatory framework “can no longer meet current needs amid rising geopolitical risks and intensifying international competition,” suggesting that further regulatory changes could be in the works. The new policies will have a significant impact on compliance requirements for China-based and offshore finance activities. The new review mechanism for outbound investments that might impact “national security” (broadly defined) included in the legislation could open the door to heightened regulatory scrutiny.
· Novo Nordisk Targeted in Extortion Attempt: Novo Nordisk, the pharmaceutical company behind Ozempic and Wegovy, is investigating a significant cyber incident after the extortion group FulcrumSec claimed it spent more than two months inside the company’s network and exfiltrated approximately 1.3 terabytes of sensitive data. The group allegedly demanded $25 million in exchange for not releasing the information and has threatened to sell portions of the data after the company reportedly declined to pay. According to the threat actors, the stolen data includes source code, proprietary information on marketed and developmental drugs, clinical trial data, employee and patient information, and internal AI-related assets, although the full scope of these claims has not been independently verified. Novo Nordisk has confirmed unauthorized access to a limited number of internal systems and disclosed that some clinical trial data was compromised.
Infrastructure and Supply Chain
· British Energy Regulator Considers Mandatory Power Curtailment for Data Centers: OFGEM, Britain’s energy regulator, is evaluating mandatory power curtailment for data centers during periods of system stress, as roughly 140 proposed AI-driven projects, collectively demanding up to 50GW, risk exceeding Britain’s current peak electricity demand. OFGEM has separately warned that operators are hoarding grid capacity years ahead of actual need, clogging connection queues and delaying renewables and housing projects. The curtailment proposal sits within OFGEM’s broader plans for reform, with a full consultation on operational control mechanisms expected in autumn 2026. A landmark London trial demonstrated that AI clusters can shed up to 40% of load in real time without interrupting workloads, pointing toward voluntary flexibility as a politically palatable middle ground. Data centers willing to offer demand flexibility may earn faster grid access, while those requiring guaranteed uptime, particularly hyperscale cloud and colocation operators, may face prolonged buildout timelines and heightened regulatory risk in the U.K. market.
· Mexico Enacts Sweeping Labor Reforms, Trimming Workweek and Banning Employers From Contacting Workers During Off Hours: Mexico has enacted sweeping labor reforms, constitutionally mandating a reduction of the maximum workweek from 48 to 40 hours in two-hour annual increments between 2027 and 2030. The reform also prohibits any employer from cutting wages or benefits to offset the transition. President Claudia Sheinbaum’s government structured the reform as a constitutional amendment first, then codified it through Federal Labor Law changes effective May 2026, deliberately sequencing the legal architecture to prevent future rollbacks. A parallel right-to-disconnect bill would ban employers from contacting workers outside shift hours and impose fines of up to MXN 5.8 million (USD 325,000) on violators. The reform will impact 13.5 million workers and force every employer to install electronic time-tracking systems. The phased timeline offers employers an adjustment window, but the overall trend shows Mexico trading its competitiveness on labor costs for a higher-floor labor market.
· European Union to Apply Carbon Levy to More Metal Imports: In the latest expansion of the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), EU member states have agreed to extend the levy to almost 400 additional steel and aluminum product categories, including more processed goods, to prevent importers from circumventing the tax. The CBAM is a carbon levy on imports designed to prevent “carbon leakage”—the relocation of production to countries with weaker climate rules—and to ensure that foreign producers face a carbon cost comparable to that paid by EU manufacturers under the bloc’s emissions trading system. Trading partners like India, China, Mozambique, and South Africa have criticized the policy, alleging that it unfairly penalizes developing-country exporters, while others, like Russia, have called the levy disguised trade restrictions. The revised list, which could affect around €160 billion of annual imports, will now be negotiated with the European Parliament and is expected to take effect in 2028.
· South Africa Plans to End Eskom Monopoly: South Africa is pushing forward with more changes to its power sector with a proposal that would create a regulated wholesale electricity market and introduce a new pricing system under which generators are paid separately for capacity availability, grid-stability services, and actual power supplied. The reforms, a response to years of crippling rolling blackouts and chronic underinvestment that exposed the risks of state utility Eskom’s monopoly, are designed to integrate the surge of private renewable energy investment that followed the easing of licensing rules during the power crisis, while gradually ending Eskom’s century-long dominance of the sector. Regulators have proposed temporary “vesting contracts,” though industry groups warn these could blunt price signals and protect Eskom from market pressures if retained for too long.
· Mumbai Implements Water Restrictions as Reservoirs Drop to Critical Levels: Maharashtra’s annual pre-monsoon water crisis has once again exposed the vulnerability of its water-management system, with reservoirs that supply major cities such as Mumbai falling sharply ahead of the onset of monsoon rains. The problem recurs almost every year as lake levels decline during the summer months. This year, below-average June rainfall forced Mumbai to impose water rationing after reservoir stocks fell to critical levels. In response, the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) has introduced measures, including a 10% citywide supply cut, a temporary halt to water supply and new connections for construction sites, and a 20% reduction in water supply to industrial, commercial establishments, and sports clubs. The crisis highlights the impact of delays to long-term water security initiatives, including the buildout and repair of water-conserving infrastructure. Recycling and demand management measures have also seen limited progress despite years of warnings about recurring shortages.
Health
· Screwworm Continues to Spread with Secondary Impacts to Consumer Prices: Screwworm cases have spread from the initial contamination areas into south Texas. U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) officials are calling on owners to report any signs of infection such as “draining or enlarging wounds, maggots or egg masses.” While a New World Screwworm Directorate was established in mid-2025, concerns with the department’s capacity to track cases remain following last year’s downsizing of the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) responsible for screwworm detection. With the U.S. government grappling with case tracing, consumers are set to face possible price increases for beef. The Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas is predicting a $3 billion hit to the economy of the southwest with a “full-blown outbreak.”
· U.S. Ending PEPFAR Funding in South Africa as China Increases Aid: The Trump administration plans to permanently end PEPFAR funding for South Africa, citing Pretoria’s failure to meet policy demands unrelated to health, including Black Economic Empowerment policies and South Africa’s relationship with Iran. The program has been instrumental in combating HIV/AIDS in the country, and experts warn that its cancellation without a replacement “could be catastrophic” and lead to a resurgence of the virus. Washington’s reduction in foreign assistance comes as China is increasing aid in Africa, albeit not to the level that the U.S. had previously offered. Still, the effort could result in soft power gains for China at the expense of U.S. influence.
· Vietnam to Require Health Declarations as Thailand Mulls Mandatory Travel Insurance: Vietnam will require travelers to submit health declarations beginning July 1, adding new entry and exit procedures even as airports struggle with heavy congestion. Authorities say the checks, which may include vaccination proof or additional inspections, are intended to limit infectious disease risks amid concerns over Ebola and Nipah. However, the process could further slow arrivals at airports already criticized for long waits, an issue that is reportedly starting to weigh on investment. Vietnam isn’t the only Southeast Asian country concerned about the health risks posed by international visitors: Thailand is considering making travel insurance mandatory for all visitors as it seeks to cut down on the proliferation of unpaid medical bills.
· New Study Finds Misinformation Around Sunscreen is Spreading on Social Media: A new study found that a small number of videos circulating on social media and spreading misinformation around sun exposure and sunscreen use are attracting outsized engagement. Researchers reviewed 971 videos from 2024 and found only 16 solely criticized sunscreen, yet those videos drew significantly more likes, comments, and shares. The misleading claims included assertions that sunscreen is toxic, contains carcinogens, blocks the benefits of tanning, or that sun exposure is not dangerous. Dermatologists warned these claims are not scientifically supported and could increase skin cancer risk if users avoid sun protection. The study demonstrates how effectively misinformation spreads on social media, posing risks to public health and carrying possible implications for companies whose brands may be targeted by such claims.
· Climate Threats Impacting Children’s Survival, Education, and Wellness: According to a recent United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) study, nearly 1.1 billion children’s health, education, and overall survival are impacted by “three overlapping climate hazards.” UNICEF found that all children likely face at least one climate threat such as flooding, droughts, and extreme weather such as heatwaves and storms. For example, children in Papua New Guinea are forced to cross crocodile-infested waters to go to school following the washing out of a footbridge by flooding. Climate hazards are not only destroying key infrastructure but also exposing children to harmful pollutants with severe health impacts.
Demonstrations and Industrial Action
· Mexico’s CNTE Ends National Strike as AMOTAC Plans Nationwide Transport Protests: The National Coordinator of Education Workers (CNTE) voted on June 20 to suspend its nationwide strike and dismantle protest encampments in Mexico City and other states after 19 days of demonstrations demanding repeal of the 2007 ISSSTE pension law. Union leaders described the move as a strategic pause and warned future mobilizations remain possible. Meanwhile, significant transportation disruptions are expected nationwide on June 24 as the Mexican Alliance of Carrier Organizations (AMOTAC) launches a national mobilization beginning at 7 am across all 32 states. The group is protesting highway insecurity, cargo theft, extortion, and delays in processing federal transportation permits, licenses, and vehicle registrations.
· Parades Planned Across the Globe for Last Weekend of Pride Month: Major pride parades and festivals are planned this weekend in the Philippines, France, Germany, Mexico, and the United States. Hundreds of thousands of people are expected to gather in Quezon City and Manila for Pride celebrations this Saturday. In Türkiye, the 34th İstanbul Pride Week kicked off on Monday amid social media restrictions and the arrest of 10 people who took part in the city’s Trans Pride march over the weekend. In the United States, Chicago’s Pride Parade and Manhattan’s 57th annual NYC Pride March are both scheduled for Sunday. On Saturday, Pride Parades will take place in Mexico City, Mexico; Munich, Germany; and Paris, France. While June boasts the most Pride events, certain major cities are scheduled to host their Pride parades in the coming months, including Christopher Street Day (CSD) demonstrations planned across Germany in Berlin (July 25), Cologne (July 5), and Hamburg (August 1).
· Demonstrations Expected in Kenya on Thursday to Mark Anniversary of 2024 Finance Bill Protests: Thursday marks the two-year anniversary of Kenya’s Finance Bill protests. More than a dozen people were killed and hundreds injured during the youth-led mass demonstrations against proposed tax increases. The parents of one of the young people killed by police in June 2024 are calling for a march in Nairobi to the Parliament building and for similar commemorations to be held across the country. Several politicians, including Siaya Governor James Orengo, have expressed support for this week’s protests, while Kenyan President William Ruto warned against disruptions to public order. The U.S. Embassy in Kenya issued a demonstration alert warning of “traffic disruptions, congestion, and roadblocks by protesters and police” around Thursday, June 25.
· Demonstrations in France Call for Framework Law Against Gender and Sex-Based Violence Following Fatal Child Sexual Abuse Case: A coalition of 150 feminist associations is calling on demonstrators to gather outside courthouses in cities across France every Monday and for a large march in Paris on Saturday, July 4 to demand government accountability for the murder of Lyhanna, an 11-year-old girl who was abducted and killed in late May. Her case has sparked demonstrations across the country and prompted public outrage over alleged failures in the country’s judicial system, particularly when it comes to the handling of sexual violence cases. More than 60,000 people protested earlier this month. Women’s rights and feminist associations are calling on supporters to gather at Paris’ Place Vendôme on Monday evenings “to pay tribute to Lyhanna and all the victims” of sexual violence, and entertainment star Andrea Bescond has called for a national strike on September 7 if the government does not act to pass a law to prevent future cases like Lyhanna’s.
· Indictment of Minnesotans Highlights Increasing Crackdown on Dissent: Protests took place outside the federal courthouse in Minnesota’s capital city last week following the announcement of charges against 15 Minnesotans “for conspiracy to impede or injure federal officers” during Operation Metro Surge. Multiple organizations have condemned the indictments, with activist group Indivisible saying that President Donald Trump has “weaponized the DOJ to intimidate anyone who wants to follow in Minnesota’s footsteps.” More than a dozen cases involving interactions between Minnesotans and federal officers during the winter’s ICE operation have been dropped, and similar cases elsewhere in the country have prompted allegations of misconduct by federal prosecutors. While the crackdown is unlikely to deter the anti-ICE movement, the charges signal that the federal government is highly likely to use domestic terrorism charges against demonstrators, a move at least partially enabled by the designation of “Antifa” as a domestic terrorist organization in the National Security Presidential Memorandum-7 (NSPM-7).
Upcoming Events
· June 11-July 19: FIFA World Cup (Canada, Mexico, United States)
· June 25-26: Ashura (Global) Dates may vary based on location
· June 27: “All of U.S. 250” Nationwide Demonstrations (United States)
· June 28: Provincial Elections (New Caledonia)
· July 1: Review Deadline for U.S.-Mexico-Canada Trade Agreement (North America)
· July 1: Canada Day (Canada)
· July 4: Independence Day (United States)
· July 4-26: Tour de France (France)
· July 7-8: NATO Summit (Ankara, Türkiye)
· July 12: Orangemen’s Day (Northern Ireland, United Kingdom)
· July 14: Bastille Day (France)
· July 14-17: Aspen Security Forum (Aspen, United States)
· July 20-21: President’s Day (Botswana)
· July 23: Commonwealth Games (Glasgow, Scotland)
· July 30: Kanwar Yatra begins (India)
· August 03: August Bank Holiday (Ireland)
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