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Dangerous Heat Wave to Grip Central and Eastern U.S. Through Independence Day
A prolonged and increasingly dangerous heat wave is expected to affect much of the central and eastern United States through at least the July 4 holiday weekend. High temperatures in the 90s to lower 100s, combined with oppressive humidity, will produce widespread heat index values of 100°F to 110°F, with isolated locations approaching 115°F. Overnight temperatures will remain in the 70s, offering little relief and allowing heat stress to build over multiple consecutive days. The greatest concern extends from the Lower Great Lakes through the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys into the Mid-Atlantic, where widespread Major to Extreme Heat Risk conditions are forecast.
The heat is expected to persist beyond the July 4 holiday, with above-average temperatures and elevated heat risk continuing into at least July 10 across portions of the eastern Plains, Mississippi Valley, Mid-Atlantic, and Southeast. The prolonged nature of the event increases the likelihood of heat-related illnesses, excess power demand, transportation disruptions, and impacts to outdoor work, the FIFA World Cup, and Fourth of July events. Individuals and organizations should limit prolonged outdoor activity during peak afternoon hours, remain hydrated, and ensure access to air conditioning or cooling centers as dangerous conditions continue into next week.
Anti-Immigration Groups in South Africa Plan Nationwide Protests Tomorrow as They Call for “Undocumented Migrants” to Leave the Country
Anti-immigration groups in South Africa, including the March & March Movement, are demanding that undocumented immigrants leave the country by tomorrow. These demands have grown into calls for demonstrations if the government does not address organizers’ concerns by the target date, with organizers announcing a “Great Liberation March” and “national shutdown” to accompany their June 30 deadline. Organizers are claiming that South Africa’s immigrant population poses a threat to security and livelihoods. The call, alongside an escalating campaign of violence against immigrant populations, is raising concerns that unrest on the 30th could trigger a repeat of the country’s July 2021 riots, which caused significant damage to transportation infrastructure and cost some 350 lives.
The now weeks-long push to threaten and expel immigrants has prompted some countries (such as Uganda) to evacuate their citizens ahead of tomorrow’s deadline. The campaign’s proponents claim that demonstrations will be peaceful and their primary intent is to pressure the government into securing the country’s borders and making other concrete steps toward addressing the perceived immigration crisis.
Repeated Ceasefire Violations Leave U.S.-Iran Peace Process on Shaky Ground
The U.S. responded to a purported June 27 Iranian attack on a Panama-flagged tanker with strikes on at least 10 sites associated with “Iranian military surveillance infrastructure, communication systems, air defense sites, drone storage facilities, and minelayer capabilities,” marking a third consecutive day of tit-for-tat ceasefire violations before the two sides reportedly agreed to “stand down” on Sunday. The repeated violations by both sides are raising concerns that negotiations toward a permanent end to the conflict could be threatened by the latest attacks. While President Trump has announced plans for further talks to be held in Doha, Qatar on June 30, Iran has yet to confirm any plans for future meetings between the two sides, with one Iranian representative claiming just hours earlier that no talks were planned for this week.
Observers warn that the renewed Iranian strikes on merchant vessels “may reflect an Iranian effort to dissuade the Gulf states from resisting Iranian control over the strait.” Pushback against the threat of fees from countries across the region is likely to see ships sailing from the Persian Gulf or Gulf of Oman attempt to circumvent those costs. However, with Iran expecting to profit around $40 billion from the proposed fees, Tehran is unlikely to abandon plans for tolls or to allow vessels to circumvent them freely. Two Trump administration officials who have played critical roles in the talks to-date, Secretary of State Marco Rubio and special envoy to the Middle East Steve Witkoff, are due to brief Congress on the peace process during a 4 pm ET call today, just days after Congress passed war powers measures rebuking President Trump for his handling of the war.
Climate and Natural Hazards
· Elevated Wildfire Threat Continues Across the Southwest U.S.: Significant wildfire activity continues across Utah and portions of the surrounding Southwest, where dry fuels, gusty winds, and persistent heat are supporting dangerous fire conditions. Fire weather concerns are expected to peak on Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday as breezy southwesterly winds overlap critically dry vegetation, particularly across Utah, the Great Basin, and the central Rockies. More than 140,000 acres have already burned across Utah this year, well above the acreage burned by this point in 2025 despite a similar number of fires. A potential pattern change next weekend could allow monsoonal moisture to return and reduce fire danger, but confidence in the timing and extent of that relief remains low.
· Deadly Flash Flooding Claims At Least Four Lives in Kentucky: Scattered weekend rain totals between 6-10 inches triggered widespread flash flooding across parts of Kentucky, killing at least four people and prompting dozens of rescues and evacuations. Local states of emergency have been declared across 17 cities and counties.
· Low Tropical Development Risk Off the Southeastern U.S. Coast: A disorganized area of showers and thunderstorms near the North Carolina coast is associated with a mid-level disturbance and an approaching frontal system. While a broad area of low pressure could develop offshore over the next couple of days, the chance of tropical development remains minimal. AlertMedia meteorologists have low concern for this system and do not recommend altering Fourth of July weekend plans. The primary impact may be a barely noticeable increase in shower coverage along the Carolina coast around Friday.
· Strongest Typhoon of the Year Expected in the West Pacific This Week: Invest 95W, a developing tropical disturbance east of Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands, is expected to strengthen into a powerful typhoon—and possibly a super typhoon—before approaching the islands between July 5-7. Current model consensus tracks the center just north of Guam, but interests across Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands should continue monitoring the forecast. Typhoon preparedness plans should be activated. Beyond the islands, those in Taiwan, northeastern China, the Korean Peninsula, and Japan should also monitor for potential long-range impacts between July 10-14. Confidence in the track and impacts at that extended range remains very low.
· Tropical Threat Near Hong Kong and Southern China: AlertMedia meteorologists are monitoring Disturbance 96W as it brings scattered heavy rainfall and localized flooding across the Philippines through Wednesday. Thereafter, the system has a moderate chance of strengthening into a minimal tropical storm over the South China Sea before potentially tracking toward areas between Hainan Island and Hong Kong between July 3-5.
· Europe Facing Another Heatwave as Excess Deaths are Recorded: Europe is expected to face another period of intense heat this week, with temperatures reaching 35–40°C across central, southern, and eastern regions, while northern Europe stays cooler with some rain. The outlook follows a record-breaking heatwave that pushed temperatures to 40°C in some areas and saw France report 1,000 excess deaths, mostly among older people, alongside disruption to transport, power generation, healthcare, agriculture, and river ecosystems. Severe thunderstorms are also likely, particularly in central Europe, bringing risks of heavy rain, hail, and strong winds.
· Venezuela Earthquake Response Ongoing as Death Toll Continues to Rise: At least 1,450 fatalities and 3,150 injuries have been reported following the devastating earthquakes, with more than 68,900 people still missing as search-and-rescue operations continue. The worst damage is centered in La Guaira, where hundreds are believed to remain trapped beneath collapsed buildings, while shortages of heavy equipment, food, and water are complicating response efforts. Nationwide, at least 774 buildings have been destroyed, 585 have sustained partial collapse, and more than 1,645 roads and bridges, 38 hospitals, and 44 shopping centers have been affected. Aftershocks are expected to continue for several weeks, with the highest frequency and strongest shaking most likely during the first few days after the main earthquake. Confidence is high that additional casualties and damage will be reported as rescue operations continue.
Worldwide
· Global Insurance Industry Seeks to Raise the Bar for War Disruptions: The increasingly multifaceted nature of international conflict is driving the insurance industry to reconsider contract language surrounding disruptions to business activity related to war. Growing competition between major powers for resources and territory, coupled with the widening array of indirect means of inflicting harm available to world governments, has given countries both the means and motivation to antagonize foes while falling short of provoking an all-out war. Russia, in particular, is believed to be behind a series of cyberattacks, sabotage of infrastructure, and violent crimes across Europe and elsewhere, as well as drone incidents in NATO territory. Faced with these challenges, insurers, including Lloyd’s of London, hope to change clauses surrounding conflicts between major powers to clarify when such provocations as hostile drone incursions, cyberattacks, or undersea sabotage might be considered an “act of war.” Other bodies are advising their constituents to take more aggressive steps to prepare themselves as geopolitical risks increase. The Australian Prudential Regulation Authority (APRA) has instructed banks, insurers, and superannuation funds to increase their readiness for geopolitical shocks.
· Montreal Police Killing Connected to “Incel” Ideology: A gunman armed with a long rifle opened fire on police and bystanders early on June 22, killing one Montreal police officer and one civilian before being fatally shot by responding officers in the city’s Côte-des-Neiges neighborhood. A second officer was critically injured. Authorities issued a shelter-in-place order for the city, and portions of Autoroute 15 and the Orange Line metro were closed during the response. Quebec’s police watchdog is separately investigating whether the civilian death was caused by police fire. The Canadian Police Association noted that the killing is just the latest in a worsening trend of violence against law enforcement in the country, following similar targeted attacks in the province of Ontario earlier in June. It is unclear if the gunman was deliberately targeting police officers. The alleged shooter left behind a manifesto that reporters have described as bearing the hallmarks of “incel” ideology, which is typically characterized by misogyny and has been linked to other instances of mass violence in Canada.
· As Peru’s Election Results Solidify, Losing Candidate Vows to Fight On: Despite Keiko Fujimori notching what appears to be an insurmountable lead in Peru’s presidential runoff, opponent Roberto Sanchez has refused to concede. Sanchez, who was nearly tied with Fujimori through much of the initial vote-counting period, fell behind after overseas ballots were counted. Sanchez has said that he will not accept the results of the election unless all overseas ballots are thrown out. Sanchez’s camp claims that the country’s diplomatic facilities abroad failed to use a government-approved app for vote counting, justifying the challenge. If overseas ballots were to be eliminated, Sanchez would be the projected winner; however, one similar petition has already been rejected by an electoral tribunal, suggesting that a reversal in the outcome remains highly unlikely. Sanchez led a march of several hundred people in downtown Lima over the weekend and may look to organize further protests over the coming days.
· China Further Expands Export Control Regime: Chinese authorities are expanding the country’s strict export control regime to a variety of manufactured inputs and finished goods, further tightening Beijing’s influence over key global supply chains. While earlier restrictions targeting raw materials such as rare earth metals continue to expand, new restrictions on key tech components, including “silicon wafers, permanent magnets, LEDs, and battery materials,” are also squeezing supply chains in a growing number of industries. More than a third of U.S. businesses responding to one survey have faced disruptions due to the increasingly complex network of controls, highlighting the far-reaching impacts that can result from restrictions on seemingly innocuous inputs. The move serves several purposes, putting non-Chinese businesses at a competitive disadvantage, disrupting defense research and manufacturing, and giving China an effective economic tool that can be used to pressure opponents as Beijing pursues its interests.
· Demonstration Planned Against AfD Party Conference as Officials Warn of Risks of Radicalized Political Landscape: German police expect more than 50,000 people to gather in Erfurt this weekend to join demonstrations against Alternative for Germany’s (AfD) party conference. The AfD is preparing for September elections in Saxony-Anhalt, where it could win control over a state government for the first time. AfD campaign promises have included several controversial policies, such as increasing deportations, defunding public broadcasters, and banning Pride flags. The chief of German state-owned investment and development bank KfW warned that “further radicalization of the political landscape would cause lasting damage to Germany as an investment destination.” Meanwhile, a court in Bavaria allowed the state’s intelligence agency to surveil the AfD approximately a year after the country’s domestic intelligence agency (BfV) classified the party as a “proven far-right extremist entity.”
Cyber and Regulatory
· Geopolitics Reshape Enterprise AI Access and Competition: JP Morgan Chase’s decision to block employees in Hong Kong from accessing Anthropic’s Claude models reflects how geopolitical tensions are increasingly shaping enterprise AI adoption. The move, which follows a similar restriction by Goldman Sachs, reportedly stems from licensing terms and growing U.S. concerns over advanced AI access in jurisdictions viewed as vulnerable to technology transfer. The decision comes as Chinese AI developers rapidly narrow the performance gap with U.S. competitors through increasingly capable open-source models offered at a fraction of the cost, intensifying competition for companies such as OpenAI and Anthropic. At the same time, policymakers and security experts warn that widely accessible frontier AI models could accelerate the proliferation of cyber capabilities, misinformation, and other malicious applications.
· AI Adoption Faces Growing Regulatory and Legal Scrutiny: Organizations are facing increasing legal and regulatory scrutiny as artificial intelligence becomes more deeply integrated into business operations, particularly in human resources and financial services. Legal experts warn that AI-driven hiring, employee monitoring, and decision-making tools can expose employers to litigation involving privacy violations, algorithmic bias, cybersecurity incidents, and employment discrimination as state-level AI and data privacy laws continue to expand. At the same time, U.S. banking regulators are intensifying oversight of how financial institutions develop, deploy, and govern AI systems, with a focus on model risk management, data governance, cybersecurity, and third-party vendor controls. Together, these developments underscore the growing need for stronger AI governance, oversight, and regulatory compliance across business operations.
· EU Advances Plans for Digital Payments Strategy: The European Parliament has advanced plans for a digital euro, aiming for a 2029 launch to reduce reliance on U.S.-controlled payment systems such as Visa and Mastercard. The initiative could not only reshape payment infrastructure, but lower transaction costs and introduce new compliance and cybersecurity requirements for firms operating in Europe. The move reflects a broader push for financial sovereignty as governments seek greater control over critical digital infrastructure. The ECB-backed digital euro would complement cash, support online and offline payments, and provide digital wallets through commercial banks. Separately, INTERPOL has warned of rising cybercrime across the Asia-Pacific, driven by a surge in AI-enabled phishing tactics, ransomware, and deepfake scams that are increasingly targeting businesses and financial systems. Final implementation, however, depends on negotiations with EU member states, and evolving cyber threats could accelerate security and regulatory requirements for digital payment systems.
· China Counters U.S. Sanctions With Defense-Related Export Curbs: China has tightened export restrictions on U.S. defense-related companies, while the European Union has stepped up efforts to secure rare-earth partnerships with Brazil, highlighting intensifying competition over critical minerals and related supply chains. The developments underscore a shift in global sourcing and investment that could affect the availability of materials essential to U.S. defense companies, technology, and clean energy industries. China will restrict the exports of dual-use goods to 10 U.S. defense firms following Washington’s expansion of its list of Chinese companies with alleged military links. Meanwhile, the EU is offering Brazil investment in refining capabilities and technology, supporting Brazil’s strategy to domestically process minerals rather than export raw ore. As China controls roughly 90% of global rare earth refining, the pace of new projects, as well as bilateral agreements, could reshape future supply chains.
· Trump Administration Eases AI Restrictions Amid Ongoing Security Concerns: The Trump administration has partially lifted export restrictions on Anthropic’s Mythos 5 artificial intelligence model, restoring access for more than 100 approved companies and government agencies. While Anthropic’s more advanced Fable 5 model remains restricted pending further negotiations, the move signals a more flexible approach to AI oversight, also underscoring continued scrutiny of advanced models and potential cybersecurity risks. The restrictions were imposed two weeks earlier over concerns that the models could be misused to conduct cyberattacks. Meanwhile, OpenAI limited the release of its latest ChatGPT-5.6 models at the administration’s request. Ongoing negotiations could expand or tighten access to advanced AI models, altering the administration’s oversight of future model releases and affecting when and how companies can deploy new systems.
Infrastructure and Supply Chain
· Uncertainty Regarding U.S. Stance as July 1 Review Date for USMCA Approaches: The United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), which came into force in 2020 and governs one of the world’s largest trading blocs, is set for review on July 1 amid significant uncertainty over U.S. President Trump’s stance on the deal. Canada and Mexico have signaled they are ready to extend the pact beyond its 2036 expiry, while Trump has appeared non-committal. Even if the three countries do not agree to extend the pact this year, the USMCA remains in force until 2036 unless a party formally withdraws or the agreement is terminated. Canada is seeking to discuss existing U.S. tariffs on goods like steel, aluminum, automobiles, and softwood lumber, along with new tariffs over ‘forced labor’ that the U.S. plans to impose. Mexico is looking to make rules of origin more flexible. Despite uncertainty regarding the extension of USMCA by the U.S., a complete withdrawal seems unlikely given the agreement’s substantial benefits to all three economies and that it was a signature trade achievement of Trump’s first administration.
· Europe’s Heatwaves Constitute Growing Economic Threat: Europe’s second heatwave of 2026 has pushed extreme heat past the threshold of seasonal disruption, becoming an increasingly threatening driver of economic liability. A global financial service provider, Allianz, is projecting cumulative GDP losses of 5-7% by 2030 for the most exposed economies. With many conventional insurance policies offered across the continent not designed to address lost productivity, excess mortality, or deferred investment associated with extreme temperatures, businesses, governments, and private individuals are more likely to shoulder these losses. Without plans to address these risks proactively, such as investment in air conditioning or tree plantings to help reduce temperatures, these challenges will continue to impact economic activity across Europe.
· Hyundai Motor Faces Disruptions With 40,000 Workers Set to Strike: On June 24, following 11 rounds of talks since May, a majority of the 40,000 Hyundai Motor employees based in Asan, Jeonju, and Ulsan represented by the Korean Metal Workers’ Union voted in favor of strike action. The union demands a 149,600 won ($97) monthly base pay increase, a performance bonus equal to 30% of Hyundai’s 2025 net profit, and most significantly, contractual protection against AI and robotics-driven job displacement, marking the first time job security guarantees in the face of AI replacement fears have anchored a Korean auto strike. Management is resisting the union’s demands, citing a 19.5% drop in operating profit in 2025. The Central Labor Relations Commission formally suspended mediation on June 25, with the union’s Strike Committee meeting June 30 to finalize timing.
· Moldova, Ukraine Advancing Reforms Required for Full EU Membership: Ukraine is stepping up the pace of reforms to align with European Union standards, launching an overhaul of its plant protection and pesticide regulations to improve food safety and agricultural exports as part of its accession process. At the same time, the EU is preparing to decouple Moldova’s membership bid from Ukraine’s, allowing Chișinău to advance at its own pace while Kyiv continues implementing the extensive reforms required for membership. The progress is expected to strengthen Kyiv’s long-term political and economic integration with the EU, where key member states continue to support Ukraine and condemn Russia’s ongoing war effort in the country, now into its fourth year. The recent change of government in Hungary has also removed one of the biggest political obstacles to Ukraine’s EU membership by ending former Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s long-standing veto threats. As of 2025, Ukraine had implemented roughly 84% of the required reforms across various sectors since 2014, and was granted Candidate Status in 2022.
· Strait of Hormuz Uncertainty Increases Following Latest Strikes: Shipowners transiting the Strait of Hormuz continue to face a dilemma as Tehran and Washington issue competing directives for vessels attempting the passage. While the United States advises vessels to remain within the internationally-recognized shipping corridor along Oman’s coast, Iran has instructed ships to seek its approval before entering the strait, and to follow routes closer to its shoreline. The conflicting instructions, coupled with renewed attacks on commercial vessels near Oman, are undermining the perception that the ongoing peace process between the two countries has resolved the security situation in one of the world’s busiest energy chokepoints following the preliminary agreement between the U.S. and Iran. The latest exchange of strikes between Washington and Tehran has further rattled markets, pushing oil prices up and raising concerns that disruptions to shipping will continue to drive up operating costs and voyage times, hindering the recovery of global supply chains.
Health
· More than 1,200 Ebola Cases Confirmed as Officials Test New Drugs: The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has raised its Ebola outbreak response to the highest level and extended travel restrictions through at least July 21 as the number of confirmed cases climbs to over 1,200, with 321 fatalities. Europe recorded its first case after detecting the virus in a doctor who had recently returned from a humanitarian mission to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, although the French health ministry has said that the risk to the wider European public remains low. As the amount of funding officials estimate is needed to contain the outbreak triples and concerns remain around the U.S. preparedness to assist in the response, officials are rolling out new tools. Congo is beginning trials of two drugs, MBP134 and remdesivir, to see if they are effective in reducing patient mortality, and the U.S. is preparing its own vaccine development push.
· Flu Vaccine Mandate for Military Partially Restored Following Roll Back and Outbreak: On Thursday, June 25, the Pentagon reinstated the flu vaccine mandate for trainees in “boot camps” of all branches of the U.S. military. The reversal follows a flu outbreak at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland in San Antonio, Texas, which houses the 37th Training Wing of the Air Force. In April, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth announced that the flu vaccine would be optional for all military personnel, ending the vaccine mandate within previous guidance under troop preparedness. A “comprehensive” medical review of the San Antonio outbreak was conducted; however, it is unclear if any further changes to vaccine requirements will be made.
· Australian Poultry Industry on Edge After H5N1 Detected: Australia is promising extensive measures to stem the spread of H5N1 avian influenza after detecting cases of the disease in Western Australia and South Australia, worrying the country’s poultry industry. Up until now, Australia had been the only continent without any reported cases of H5N1. No cases have been detected in commercial flocks at this point, but chicken producer Inghams Group has implemented a “complete lock-down,” cutting off non-essential access to its farms and processing stations and shutting down its Western Australia chicken breeder farms.
· DOJ Announces Healthcare Fraud Charges for 450 Defendants: On Tuesday, federal prosecutors from the Department of Justice (DOJ) announced healthcare fraud charges against 450 defendants, including 90 healthcare professionals, as a part of the Trump administration’s efforts to address fraud in the healthcare system. The charges range from “fraudulent Medicaid claims” to “insurer kickbacks” across 45 states. During a press conference, Acting Attorney General Todd Blanche said “this is just the beginning,” hinting that similar actions can be expected going forward. The administration has taken several measures against alleged healthcare fraud in 2026, from targeted operations to policy changes, such as increasingly demanding Medicaid work requirements.
· White House Issues Legal Memo Targeting Disability Integration Mandate: The Trump administration issued a Justice Department memo challenging the “integration mandate,” a core disability-rights principle supporting care for people with disabilities in community settings rather than institutions. The memo does not overturn existing law, including the Rehabilitation Act, Americans with Disabilities Act, or the Supreme Court’s 1999 Olmstead decision, but legal experts say it signals a possible federal retreat from enforcing those protections. Advocates warn the shift could weaken home and community-based services, especially as states cut Medicaid-funded care. The memo may also preview legal efforts to narrow or dismantle Olmstead, raising concerns about renewed institutionalization.
Demonstrations and Industrial Action
· U.S. Independence Day to See Demonstration Activity: Demonstrations against the current administration are being planned amid various Fourth of July festivities as the country celebrates its 250th anniversary. In Washington, DC, the “Great American State Fair” will continue through next week, although reports of sparse crowds are dampening initial expectations that 2 million people would attend on Independence Day. Hundreds did gather near the White House on Saturday to protest the Trump administration, with another rally and march planned for this coming Saturday at Logan Circle at 2 pm. In Minneapolis, activist groups are organizing a “Mass Funeral and March” at Chute Square to draw attention to the more than 50 deaths reported in ICE detention centers. Additional protests are being planned in Denver, San Diego, and Philadelphia.
· Israelis to Mark 1,000 Days Since October 7 Attack With Minute of Silence, Rally in Tel Aviv: Thousands are expected to take part in remembrances and demonstrations on Thursday, July 2, as Israel marks 1,000 days since Hamas launched its surprise attack on southern Israel. The October Council, comprised of families of those taken hostage by Hamas during the initial attack, has called for a “National Day of Rage” to both remember those who have died and to protest the failure of the government to establish a state commission of inquiry. Vigils are planned for 6:29 am at various locations, followed by car convoys from both the north and south of the country to Tel Aviv. Organizers have also called for a nationwide minute of silence and remembrance at 10 am. Various other memorials and protests are planned throughout the country, although the central action will be in Tel Aviv, where Shift 101 plans to hold an action at Begin Gate at 5 pm. Then, at 7 pm, marchers will proceed from the Savidor Train Station to the Tel Aviv Museum of Art for a main rally at 8 pm. Attendance for the main action could reach into the tens of thousands.
· Demonstrations Planned in Chile Against Government Austerity Plans: Chileans opposed to the administration of President José Antonio Kast plan to take to the streets this week. Groups associated with the antifascist movement are organizing demonstrations in major cities on Thursday evening, including in Concepción (Tribunales de Justicia), Santiago (Baquedano Metro Station), and Valparaíso (Anibal Pinto and Barón Station). Student-led demonstrations last month saw thousands of people turn out against the government’s planned reforms, with clashes reported between police and demonstrators in downtown Santiago. A heightened police presence can be expected on Thursday, with clashes likely.
· Blockade of Vote-Counting Site Continues in South Korea: South Korea’s local elections last month have triggered ongoing protests after ballot shortages halted voting at 26 polling stations across Seoul, forcing some voters to wait hours into the night before the National Election Commission (NEC) extended polling until 10 pm. Demonstrators responded by blockading the vote-counting site at the SK Olympic Handball Gymnasium in Songpa, Seoul. While the NEC chairperson resigned, the commission has refused to order an election rerun. A parliamentary investigation committee is scheduled to visit the Olympic arena on July 2, though it is unclear whether demonstrators will allow their entry. The protests have grown from a procedural grievance into an institutional legitimacy crisis, with election-denial narratives amplified by right-wing online networks and opposition politicians threatening legal challenges. The June 3 elections were the first nationwide vote since former President Yoon Suk-Yeol’s impeachment last year, exposing the polarization that continues to characterize South Korean politics.
· Fuel Price Hike, Government Spending Trigger Opposing Demonstrations Across Indonesia: What began as a protest against a 32% hike in Pertamax fuel prices, driven by fiscal pressure from government spending programs and energy disruptions linked to the closure of the Strait of Hormuz, has grown into a sustained nationwide student mobilization over a range of grievances with the Prabowo-Gibran administration. Students are advancing five demands: cancellation of Prabowo’s flagship Free Nutritious Meals (MBG) program, an end to wasteful spending, stabilization of the rupiah, price cuts on basic goods, and a halt to the expanding role of the military in civilian affairs. In the face of one of the largest and most sustained demonstration movements since 2025’s “Gen Z Protests,” pro-government groups, notably Tani Merdeka Indonesia, have also staged counterdemonstrations. Some have triggered a police response, with dozens of demonstrators arrested in Surabaya yesterday. The temporary suspension and evaluation of parts of the MBG program, along with easing global oil supply pressures from the Middle East, could reduce some fiscal pressure on the government. However, the impact on the public is likely to be uneven, particularly for MBG workers and SPPG operators affected by program disruptions. If fuel prices remain elevated and the Prabowo administration does not take more substantive steps to address students’ broader grievances, demonstration activity is likely to continue.
Upcoming Events
· June 11-July 19: FIFA World Cup (Canada, Mexico, United States)
· July 1: Bank Holiday (Bangladesh and Pakistan)
· July 1: Review Deadline for U.S.-Mexico-Canada Trade Agreement (North America)
· July 1: Canada Day (Canada)
· July 1: Hong Kong SAR Establishment Day (Hong Kong)
· July 2: People’s National Assembly Elections (Algeria)
· July 2: Public holiday for June 30 Revolution anniversary (Egypt)
· July 4: Independence Day (United States)
· July 4: Presidential Election (São Tomé and Príncipe)
· July 4-26: Tour de France (France)
· July 6: Public mourning day (Iran)
· July 7-8: NATO Summit (Ankara, Türkiye)
· July 12: Orangemen’s Day (Northern Ireland, United Kingdom)
· July 14: Bastille Day (France)
· July 14-17: Aspen Security Forum (Aspen, United States)
· July 20-21: President’s Day (Botswana)
· July 23: Commonwealth Games (Glasgow, Scotland)
· July 24: Trump administration tariff regime expires (United States)
· July 30: Kanwar Yatra begins (India)
· August 03: August Bank Holiday (Ireland)
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