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Israel’s Changing Relationship With Europe

Rising settler violence in the West Bank and ongoing Israeli military operations in Gaza, Lebanon, and
elsewhere across the region are straining relations between Israel and historical allies across Europe,
while defense agreements and political change in European countries are also contributing to warming
ties with other regional powers.

US and Iran Launch Most Intense Strikes Since July; Moscow Backs Tehran

Despite Washington’s Threats

On 01 September, Iranian and US forces launched the largest round of strikes and counterstrikes seen
since July, with the US military "targeting radar systems and mine-laying capabilities along Iran’s southern
coast,” while Iran retaliated against US bases in Bahrain, Jordan, and Kuwait. Amid the return to
widespread hostilities, Russian President Vladimir Putin announced that Russia would continue providing
Iran with “necessary assistance,” including essential goods, despite rising US secondary sanctions
pressure on entities continuing to trade with Tehran.

Worldwide

e Central European Defense Industry Set for Boost as Warsaw Quadruples Spending to Build
Europe’s Largest Army, Deter Russia: Polish defense spending with domestic companies
(including joint ventures) nearly quadrupled between 2022 and 2025, reaching $8.15 billion last
year as Warsaw grows increasingly wary of perceived Russian threats. The move signals an
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important shift away from a historical reliance on Western suppliers, and could put the Polish
government at odds with the Trump administration as the US seeks to encourage NATO member
states to increase their spending with US firms instead.

e US-Venezuela Oil Production Agreement Ousts Competitors, With Likely Impact on
Investments: Under a sweeping US-Venezuela oil agreement announced last week, US-backed
firm North American Blue Energy Partners (NABEP), controlled by Venezuelan businessman
Alejandro Betancourt, is set to assume control of 17 oil fields in the country under a 100-year
lease. Meanwhile, global firms including BP, Chevron, Eni, GeoPark, GE Vernova, ONGC, and Shell
are pursuing separate, more conventional licensing deals.

Cyber and Regulatory

Meta Settles Child Safety Lawsuit, Full Compensation Contingent on Rivals Making Similar
Changes, Payments: Meta agreed to pay $18 billion and introduce additional child safety
measures to settle a landmark multistate lawsuit accusing the tech giant of harming children’s
mental health through platforms like Facebook and Instagram.

o Identity Theft Service Tied to Potentially Unprecedented Personal Document Leak: On 31
August, cybersecurity expert Brian Krebs became aware of a new service (called “Nexus”)
discovered on Russian cybercrime forum Exploit offering access to personal documents
belonging to over 170 million people across North America.

e EU Places ChatGPT, Reddit, Roblox Under the Digital Services Act's Strictest Tier: The listed
platforms have four months to conduct systemic risk assessments and mitigate dangers
stemming from illegal or harmful content, the targeting of minors, mental health impacts,
election integrity, and public security.

e French Authorities Crack Down on ‘Ultra-Fast Fashion’ Retailers: On 01 September, a new
French garment tax of up to 50% (capped at €19.50/$22.60 per item) came into effect, targeting
“ultra-fast fashion” companies like Shein and Temu while likely sparing European brands.

e Indian Crackdown on Food Labeling Leaves Both Supporters and Opponents Dissatisfied:
Indian authorities are cracking down on the mislabeling of food products in the country and plan
to launch “front-of-pack” warning labels for processed foods high in fats, salts, and sugars,
drawing pushback from both proponents and critics alike.

e Uncertainty Around Data Center Power Needs, Ownership Spurring New US Regulatory
Pressure: Texas Governor Greg Abbott's move to freeze new grid connections for data centers in
the state until authorities can more thoroughly investigate their needs and plans underscores the
broader rise in scrutiny of these projects’ energy demand.

Infrastructure and Supply Chain

e Algal Bloom Threatens Israeli Fresh Water Supply: Rising levels of microalgae arriving off
Israel's southern coast from the Nile Delta region is causing widespread disruptions to
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desalination operations, forcing authorities to resort to emergency measures and local
agricultural operations and other businesses to limit their activities.

EU Delegation in China for Trade Talks Ahead of October Deadline: A European Commission
delegation is holding trade talks in Beijing ahead of an October deadline to make progress
toward addressing China's growing trade surplus with the bloc. Industry officials warned EU
lawmakers this week of a looming "second China shock" that could have a particularly severe
impact on battery, EV, and steel manufacturing within the bloc.

Grid Infrastructure Targeted Across Germany, Raising Sabotage Concerns: Authorities are
investigating a series of attacks on utility infrastructure across Germany after a series of attacks
targeting grid installations with both incendiary and explosive devices. The German interior
minister has not ruled out the potential involvement of foreign powers, terrorist organizations, or
left-wing activists, highlighting the broad-based threat to the country’s critical infrastructure as
authorities also contend with potential Russian hybrid attacks.

One Of Taiwan’'s Largest Chip Makers Faces Strike Over Profit-Sharing: Labor unions at
Micron Technology factories in Taiwan that produce around 60% of the company’s global
semiconductor output are preparing to strike unless the company increases profit-sharing with
the workforce and overhauls its bonus payment system. Observers in South Korea note
similarities between the workers’ demands in Taiwan and recent strikes at Korean industrial
manufacturers, including Hyundai and Kia.

Health

Healthcare Giant McKesson Faces Class Action Suit Following Breach: A 25 August breach of
patient and prescribing physicians’ records at healthcare conglomerate McKesson Corp, which fills
a third of US hospital prescriptions, led to the exfiltration of some 284 million medical records,
raising questions about what kind of information is at risk and how it might impact patients and
healthcare professionals alike. The incident is the latest in a string of cyberattacks targeting the
healthcare sector in recent months, and while McKesson later announced that “its business and
distribution centers remain operational,” the company faces a brewing class action lawsuit filed by
a customer in Texas.
Global Health Organizations Assessing Bird Flu Threat in Pacific Island Countries: The
emergence of human cases and cosmopolitan spread in livestock of Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza A(H5N1), or “bird flu,” is driving a coalition of international health and agriculture experts
to assess the risk level and capacity for response at the national level, with a special focus on
Pacific Island nations.
Rising US Consumer Anxiety Over Food Safety: A series of contamination-related recalls have
impacted produce, meats, and other staple groceries in recent months, with outbreaks of
foodborne illnesses such as cyclosporiasis, E. coli, and salmonella sickening thousands during the
same period. The impact on consumer confidence has been severe, with 94% of US adults worried
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by the frequency of recalls and two thirds of American shoppers now avoiding entire categories of
foods after a single health notice.

Demonstrations and Industrial Action

Anti-Fascist Organizations Call for a Massive Demonstration on 12 September Ahead of
Berlin State Polls: On Saturday, 12 September, more than 80 civil-society organizations, unions,
and other groups including Fridays for Future Berlin, Verdi, ADFC, Queermany, and Omas gegen
Rechts will stage a citywide "Sterndemo” (star demonstration) in Berlin. Seven separate marches
will converge on the Rotes Rathaus for the event ahead of Berlin's state election on 20 September.
Indian Bank Unions Plan Strikes to Demand Implementation of Labor Policies: The United
Forum of Bank Unions (UFBU), an umbrella organization of seven unions representing over 90% of
India's banking workforce, has called a one-day nationwide strike for 11 September in response to
longstanding delays in the implementation of a five-day banking week. The labor action is
expected to be followed by a three-day strike from 28-30 September, with the UFBU warning that
if talks (including a meeting scheduled for 07 September) fail, unions will escalate to an indefinite
nationwide strike beginning on 26 October.

Eastern European Truckers Protest Restrictions on Non-EU Drivers, Threaten 14 September
Border Blockades: Truckers based in Bosnia & Herzegovina, Montenegro, North Macedonia, and
Serbia staged coordinated demonstrations on 31 August to denounce the Schengen Area visa-free
zone's “90/180-day rule,” which limits undocumented stays to 90 days during a 180-day window. If
their demands are not met, drivers will use trucks and other heavy equipment to block border
crossings from these countries into the EU on 14 September.




